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V I E W S  F R O M  T H E  V I C A R A G E

Doorways half way up a wall? 

Ordinations normally take place at this time of year. Indeed, at 
the end of September, the following were ordained in our 
Cathedral Church of St. John the Evangelist in Brecon. 

Priests:  Meinir Ronicle (Gwastedyn), Peter Letson (Glan 
Ithon), Sam Aldred (Central Swansea) Janet Day (Buallt 
-Builth), Gill Todd (Brecon St Mary and Llanddew) Sr Marian 
Thomas (Sketty), Sally Rees (Crickhowell w. Cwmdu and 
Tretower) and Samuel Patterson (for the Diocese of 
Monmouth by Letters Dimissory of the Bishop of Monmouth).  

Deacons: Sue Northcott (Pontardawe), Biddy Wigley 
(Llwynderw), Lucy McKeown (Glan Ithon), Sue Waite (Three 
Cliffs), Jon Howard (Ystradgynlais), Annabelle Elletson (Vale of 
Grwyne). Indeed, next year, will see our own Sarah Harris 
being Ordained to the sacred ministry (God willing). 

For those who have 
v i s i t e d B r e c o n 
Cathedral, whether for 
an Ordination, or for 
any other reason – 
have you noticed the 
two doors high up on 
the wal l , w i th no 
apparent means to 
reach them, or no 

obvious purpose? Well, that part of the ancient Priory church 
contained a Rood Screen. This was destroyed in the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries in the 16th century. 

So what is a Rood Screen? The word rood is derived from 
the  Saxon  word  rood  or  rode, meaning "cross". The rood 
screen is so called because it was surmounted by the Rood 
itself, a large figure of the  crucified  Christ. Commonly, to 
either side of the Rood, there stood supporting statues 
of  saints, normally  Mary  and  St John,  in an arrangement 
comparable to the Deesis  always found in the centre of an 
Orthodox iconostasis (which uses John the Baptist instead of 
the Apostle, and a  Pantokrator  instead of a Crucifixion). 
During the late Middle Ages, the priory (now Brecon 
Cathedral) was known as the Church of the Golden Rood 
(Cross) because of its magnificent golden cross atop a 
massive rood screen. Pilgrims came from far and wide to visit 
the cross. 

Latterly in England and Wales the Rood tended to rise above 
a narrow loft (called the "rood loft"), which could occasionally 
be substantial enough to be used as a singing gallery (and 
might even contain an altar); but whose main purpose was to 
hold candles to light the rood itself. The panels and uprights 
of the screen did not support the loft, which instead rested on 
a substantial transverse beam called the "rood beam" or 
"candle beam". Access was via a narrow rood stair set into 
the piers supporting the chancel arch. In parish churches, the 
space between the rood beam and the chancel arch was 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary,_the_mother_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Apostle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iconostasis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Baptist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ_Pantocrator
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commonly filled by a boarded or lath and 
plaster tympanum, set immediately behind the 
rood figures and painted with a representation 
of the Last Judgement. The roof panels of the 
first bay of the nave were commonly richly 
decorated to form a  celure  or canopy of 
honour; or otherwise there might be a 
separate celure canopy attached to the front 
of the chancel arch. 

The carving or construction of the rood screen 
often included  latticework, which makes it 
possible to see through the screen partially 
from the nave into the  chancel. The term "chancel" itself 
derives from the Latin word cancelli meaning "lattice"; a term 
which had long been applied to the low metalwork or stone 
screens that delineate the choir enclosure in early medieval 
Italian cathedrals and major churches. The passage through 
the rood screen was fitted with doors, which were kept 
locked except during services. 

The rood screen was a physical and symbolic barrier, 
separating the  chancel, the domain of the clergy, from the 
nave where  lay  people gathered to worship. It was also a 
means of seeing; often it was solid only to waist height and 
richly decorated with pictures of saints and  angels. 
Concealment and revelation were part of the mediaeval Mass. 
When kneeling, the congregation could not see the priest, but 
might do so through the upper part of the screen, when he 

elevated the  Host  on Sundays. In some 
churches, 'squints' (holes in the screen) 
would ensure that everyone could see the 
elevation,  as seeing  the bread made 
flesh was significant for the congregation. 

While Sunday Masses were very important, 
there were also weekday services which were 
celebrated at secondary altars in front of the 
screen (such as the "Jesus altar", erected for 
the worship of the  Holy Name, a popular 
devotion in mediaeval times) which thus 
became the backdrop to the celebration of 

the Mass.  The  Rood  itself provided a focus for worship 
according to the medieval  Use of Sarum, most especially 
in  Holy Week, when worship was highly elaborate. 
During  Lent  the Rood was veiled; on  Palm Sunday  it was 
revealed before the procession of palms and the 
congregation knelt before it. The whole Passion story would 
then be read from the Rood loft, at the foot of the crucifix by 
three priests. 

So let us all hold in our prayers those recently ordained in our 
Cathedral churches throughout the Principality – particularly 
in these bizarre times. We pray for their ministries and the 
parishes in which they will serve. 

Your Friend and Vicar 
Canon Phillip

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tympanum_(architecture)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doom_(painting)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doom_(painting)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Celure&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latticework
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chancel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latticework
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chancel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_(liturgy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Host_(Holy_Communion)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transubstantiation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transubstantiation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Name
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Use_of_Sarum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Week
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palm_Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passion_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifix
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Postponed Annual Vestry Meetings: 

We were all planned, and ready to go – then came 
the Covid-19 lockdown! We have just had guidance 
from the Church-in-Wales telling us that Vestry 
meetings should not be held later than 30th 
November. So our Annual Vestry meetings will take 
place as follows... 

Parish of Killay 

Sunday 11th October, in the Parish Centre 
immediately following a shortened Eucharist. 

Places will be limited. 

Parish of Tycoch 

Wednesday 14th October, immediately following 
the Eucharist. 

Places will be limited. 

These should be brief meetings as all nominations 
have been done, and Parish Annual Reports can be 
read on the web-sites. If anyone wants anything 
brought up under ‘Any other business’, Canon Phillip 
must receive such questions in writing no less than 
seven days prior to the meeting.

Foodbank News from Babs Roberts  

For many years, both Killay congregations have supported the 
Homeless Shelter in Paxton Street with non-perishable food and 
household goods. They have always been so grateful for your 
donations and they need your help now more than ever. The usual 
blue collection box is at the back of the church and also another 
box is in the church hall. Tins and packets of food would be 
gratefully received.     



GIVE US STRENGTH

Lord Jesus Christ,  
you taught us to love our neighbour,  
and to care for those in need  
as if we were caring for you.  
In this time of anxiety, give us strength  
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,  
and to assure the isolated  
of our love, and your love,  
for your name’s sake.  
Amen.
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Understanding the Bible  

As we acknowledge Bible Sunday this month, it’s a good opportunity to ask the question: 
why should I read the Bible?


The Bible is the world’s best-selling book of all time. However, it isn’t one book, but a library 
of 66 books, composed by some 44 writers over a period of 1500 years in a range of 
literature including history, poetry, prophecy, letters and apocalyptic (end times). Despite 
having a number of different writers, the Bible claims one author: God himself!  

This is the basis of the unity of its message and authoritative claim to be the primary way by 
which God speaks to us: ‘All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work’ (2 Timothy 3:16). The Bible is inspired (‘the word of God in 
the words of men’) and presents itself as a manual for life, equipping us to live for God in 
every aspect of our lives. We also have the promise of the Holy Spirit to guide us in applying 
the words to our lives: ‘the Spirit will guide you into all truth’ (John 16:13).


However, the Bible could also be described as a love letter from God, as He uses it to 
deepen our relationship with him. As Jesus said: ‘You diligently study the Scriptures because 
you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about 
me’ (John 5:39,40). Christians follow a person not a book, and the Scriptures are intended 
to help us to know Jesus better.  

At her coronation the Queen was given a Bible with the words ‘the most precious thing 
this world affords’. Does this reflect our own attitude to the Bible?


Canon Paul Hardingham
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Preparations for the gas pipe-line for the Parish Centre
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Macmillan Coffee 
Morning 

As you recall Eric Thomas and a 
few ladies always organise a coffee 
morning at this time of the year in 
aid of Macmillan . 

Alas not possible this year. However 
any contributions / cheques 
payable to Macmillan Cancer 
Support would be gratefully 
received by Eric Thomas. 

Please place your contribution in a 
sealed envelope and give to Eric, 
Marian or Mike. 

Thank you for your support.

Diamond 
celebrations  

Beryl and Gerald Harris 
celebrate their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary on 
Thursday 1st October.
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50 years ago – October 1970 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE MR. WILLIAM GUMBLEY 

It was with deep regret that we heard of the sudden death of 
Mr. Gumbley, Vicar’s Warden for the parish for many years 
until his retirement 18 months ago owing to ill-health. Mr. 
Gumbley had been appointed Deputy Warden to Lady 
Edwards on 27th April, 1939, and later followed her as Vicar’s 
Warden and remained in that office until his retirement. He 
was a most conscientious and faithful churchman and the 
parish is deeply indebted to him for his long and loyal service 
to the church. He was a well known personality in the 
community as the conductor of the Swansea Borough Police 
Band. We mourn his passing and thank God for his work and 
his example. 

Taken from Diocesan Quarterly Leaflet No:187 
(inserted in magazine) 

Liturgical Revision 

A great deal of thought is now being given in the major 
Churches to the Calendar. Is the scheme of the Christian Year, 
as we observe it, as helpful to the ordinary worshipper as it 
might be? Do we need to perpetuate such a Sunday name as 
Septuagesima? How should Saint’s Days be distributed, and 
what Saints should be included in a Church in Wales 
Calendar? These are some of the questions which the clergy 

will be discussing and on which they are asked to consult their 
people. The Standing Liturgical Commission of the Church in 
Wales asks for our views to guide it’s members in their revision 
of the Calendar. 

Ordinations at Brecon Cathedral on 25th July, 1970. 

DEACON – Geoffrey Michael Davies (Brynmawr). 

PRIESTS – The Reverend Terence Evans (Loughor). 
The Reverend David J. Wilkinson (St.Thomas, Swansea). 
Preacher – Chancellor T. Thornley Jones. 

INSTITUTIONS 

17th July – The Reverend B. H. Jones, Rector of New Radnor 
and Llanfihangel Nantmelon with Evancoyd. 

3rd August – The Reverend P. Dixon*, MA, Vicar of Bronllys 
and Llanvillo with llandefaelog Tre’rgraig. * The death of Revd. 
Peter Dixon was announced recently. 

4th September – The Reverend I. L. Davies, MA., Vicar of Hay. 

5th September – The Reverend J. H. Tipping, Vicar of 
Llangynllo with Bleddfa. 
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A different kind of Harvest church this year (2020). 

The Archbishop of Wales recently made these comments regarding decorating our 
churches for Harvest... “I understand that there have been some queries about the 
practicalities or otherwise of people gathering to decorate church buildings for 
Harvest Thanksgiving services. Having taken some advice, I have to counsel against 
it, because such gatherings cannot reasonably be construed as work or worship and, 
frankly, as things are currently developing, the risks are too great. If you are able, 
safely, to have a Harvest Thanksgiving service and there is no traditional decoration, 
this might serve as a visible reminder of those millions in the world whose store-
houses, larders and shelves are bare.”

Why singing in church is the 
same as shouting at the pub 

How dangerous is it to sing in 
church, when it comes to 
spreading coronavirus? About 
the same as it is to speak loudly 
in a pub. 

So say researchers at the 
University of Bristol. They have 
found that speaking loudly and 
singing generate about the 
same amounts of aerosol 
droplet – tiny particles of liquid – 
which are thought to carry 
Covid-19 

Of course, the louder you sing 
or speak, the more the aerosol 
droplets.
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Roger Rees 
email:  rogerrees134@gmail.com

If you have any ‘Musings’ you would care to share why not send them in …

Where can I donate? 

Next month’s session at the Parish Centre, 
St Hilary’s Church, Killay 

Wednesday 18 & Friday 20 November 
11am - 1.30pm 
3pm - 6.30pm 

By appointment only, to book 

  0800 25 22 66 
www.welsh-blood.org.uk 

If giving is in your blood, please help

http://www.welsh-blood.org.uk
mailto:rogerrees134@gmail.com

