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What’s Your RelationshipWith Masks?
Masks can be uncomfortable and hot, and they can
even steam up your glasses. They hide facial
expressions and can get lost or dirty. Still, health
experts agree that wearing a mask in public is
an important way to slow the spread of the
coronavirus. In some parts of the country and the
world, mask wearing has become routine. If you walk
down the street, four out of five people you see would
be wearing a mask. In other places, though, wearing a
mask is much less common.

What’s your relationship with masks during the
pandemic? Do you wear them when you go outside —
or inside public buildings? Do you have a favourite
mask? Do your family members wear masks outside
the house? Do the people in your community?

In “If You See Someone Not Wearing a Mask, Do You
Say Something?,” Robert L. Klitzman, M.D., writes
about social pressure and the decision to wear or not
wear a mask in the current era of Covid-19. He begins
with an anecdote about attending a party:

“We’re supposed to be wearing masks,” the host said
as I entered a birthday party in Pennsylvania recently.
He rolled his eyes and waved his hand in the air, as if to
say, “Whatever. We know we should wear them,

but we know we’re all OK.”
I glanced around. No one was

wearing one, though a few
masks dangled loosely around
people’s necks or sat on tables
near plates and glasses.

I considered whether to put
one on and, as a doctor, did so.
People glanced at me hesitantly,
noticing. I felt awkward.

Two people strolled over, about two to three feet
from me, unmasked and drinking beers. They seemed a
bit uneasy, as if guilty about their uncovered faces, and
I felt as if they were wondering whether I was
somehow therefore judging them, or didn’t fully trust
them, or was merely being unsociable.

The chocolate birthday cake looked delicious and I
was hungry. But I couldn’t eat or drink with the mask
on, and debated whether to take it off, and reluctantly
did so.

Other people walked over to say hello. I took two
steps backward, but they then stepped forward. I
pondered whether to re-cover my face. If I did, would I
then appear overly nerdy, anxious, neurotic or
“uncool,” or should that not matter, since I would be
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protecting other attendees — even though they didn’t
seem to care — and me?

Clearly, masks are crucial in protecting us and others
from Covid-19, but no one likes wearing them. They’re
hot and uncomfortable, impede breathing, steam up
glasses, cloak facial expressions, hamper
communication and are inconvenient. More than once
I’ve arrived at a shop and realized I forgotten to bring
one and had to return home.

Most people, I suspect, have at times not worn
masks when they should have. Surveys indicate that as
of late July, of those who attended gatherings of more
than 10 people, more than half were unmasked and
that 46 percent of city residents usually didn’t wear
masks when they were within six feet of people
outside their households.

Social groups have also been creating and reinforcing
their own norms around masks through subtle and
not-so-subtle pressures and expectations. “Whenever
my extended family gets together now,” a friend told
me, “we argue about whether we all need to wear
masks. My brothers keep saying, ‘What, you don’t
trust us?’”

As the sociologist Erving Goffman pointed out,
within groups, people generally seek to “pass” and to

avoid behaving in ways that others may see as
stigmatizing, “tainting” or bad. Many people hesitate
to don masks because of implicit group pressures and
concerns about what others may think. Generally,
people want to be liked and accepted, not rejected or
shunned. They seek to appear friendly and open, not
hostile, paranoid or afraid. Yet these deep-seated
emotional reactions are now hurting us in ways that
public health experts and the rest of us urgently need
to address far more than we have.

Face coverings – masks have been a feature of the
year just ended. A year marked by isolating (hiding)
away from ordinary day-to-life. We have had to learn
to ‘distance’, to stay away from people. These are all
things (once Lockdowns are over), that we will need to
unlearn. We will need to regain a sense of community,
for we are social beings, people who care for one
another – for that is the essence of the Christian
message.

I’m looking forward to unmasking in 2021, and
beginning to rebuild the Church and wider society.
Wishing you all a happy and healthier 2021!

Your Friend and Vicar
Canon Phillip
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Going through the bound archive, the magazine for
January 1971 is missing. So I have gone to January
1928, Vo.1, No:1. Here are some words from the first
Vicar of the Parish, Revd. D. Lynne Davies…”In taking a
retrospect of Church life during the past year, we have
every cause for encouragement. Our membership is
gradually increasing. We have also many enthusiastic
workers who take a real interest in the Church. I wish
to thank them all for their kind co-operation and
support. As time goes on, the Church will naturally
become more established. It is essentially an up-hill
task, for those who are occupied in this pioneering
work, but it is glorious work all the same. I look upon it
as a privilege and an honour to have been appointed
Vicar of a Parish with no Vicarage, no permanent
building for a Hall, and only a corrugated iron
structure for a Parish Church”.

The Golden Chain Scheme.
Instead of another Fete in 1928, the Parochial Church
Council have decided that by way of a change, a novel
scheme called the “Golden Chain” be adopted to raise
money for the Building Fund. It is perfectly simple and
everyone, who has the will, is invited to join it. Every
link in the chain represents 10/-, or a golden half

sovereign, and we are aiming at getting by the end of
June 400 links.

The Bishop’s Letter.
“We must sympathise with the great body of our
fellow Churchpeople in England in the rude shock
which has befallen them and darkened their
Christmas, through the unexpected rejection of the
Prayer Book Measure. The product of twenty-one years
of study, prayer and conference, has been roughly
swept aside in a night, and the Church has been denied
the right either to enrich or revise her own formularies
of worship…For ourselves the year that has closed has
certainly not been lacking in difficulties by reason of
the financial stress which has unhappily continued to
prevail throughout the Coal Fields. Yet the progress of
the work shows with what determination our parishes
have faced and overcome these difficulties, and we
shall set ourselves to the tasks which the New Year
may bring to us in quiet confidence that the hand of
God will be upon us for good in all our undertakings”.
I remain, Your faithful Servant and Friends, E.L.
Swansea & Brecon
(Rt. Revd. Edward Latham Bevan – First Bishop of the
Diocese, since 1923).

Killay Parish Magazine - 50 Years Ago
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VARIA.
The Archbishop of Melbourne (Most Revd C.
Harrington-Lee) who will be long remembered as
formerly the popular Vicar of Swansea, has left
Australia and is expected to arrive in England on
furlough on January 3rd to recuperate his health. The
ship he sails in is the ‘Moldavia’, and he will stay in this
country until October.

We are very grieved to hear that Lady Edwards had
been under an operation, and are glad to know that
she is now well again.

Our two soldier friends – Charlie Walker and Sam Iles
have been home on leave once more. It was very
gratifying to see them in Church and looking so well.

***
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Lisa Powell has received greetings from
Jan...(pronounced Yan ) one of the
leaders from Bruckmühl Bavaria sending
greetings to all in the Parish of Killay
Hello Lisa,
I wish you and all of you famille a merry and
blessed Christmas. God's blessings be with
you.
Hope you are all well during this difficult
time. It is not easy these days to meet
friends and relatives, to leave the house, to
travel for work or to worship at Christmas.
This year we are holding all services in the
open air and in a shortened form. We have
also included an online worship service:
https://youtu.be/BN-7iPTTrFo
Throughout the summer we have also often
worshipped in the open and also put it
online: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UClsJDz78DeaTiSXp27OFdQA

I wish you all and the whole church
community happy holidays and stay
healthy.
Jan

Christmas churchgoing survey reports
In a survey of 6470 people conducted by YouGov on behalf
of Ecclesiastical Insurance between 4 and 8 December, 1331
people identified themselves a churchgoers.

When asked how likely they would be to attend a service this
year, however, 45 per cent said they were “not at all likely” to
attend midnight mass, while the same number said that they were
not at all likely to go to a nativity service; 33 per cent said that they
were not at all likely to attend a carol service.

Of this sample, nearly one quarter of whom were Anglicans,
most cited fear of catching the coronavirus as their chief reason
for avoiding church (38 per cent), followed by restrictions in their
area (26 per cent), and the lack of any services to attend (22 per
cent).

“It is clear from the findings of these surveys that the shadow of
Covid-19 is still with us this festive period, and it can’t be ignored
as a hurdle for churches to consider,” the church operations

director at Ecclesiastical
Insurance, Michael Angell,
has said.
* taken from Church Times online

Winchester Cathedral Choristers in
preparations for carol services
under coronavirus precautions.

https://youtu.be/BN-7iPTTrFo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClsJDz78DeaTiSXp27OFdQA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClsJDz78DeaTiSXp27OFdQA
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Five things I’d like to see in 2021
I keep hearing people say that 2020 was
a ‘year like no other.’ Friends have been
writing a special journal recording the
year, so they can pass it on to their
grandchildren. Others just want to leave
2020 behind and look to a happier new
year.

Both reactions are completely
understandable. But I’ve been looking
ahead to 2021 and thinking about the
five top things I’d like to see in the year
ahead. I wonder if you’ll agree with
them or not? Maybe you could put
together your own list.

Let’s make sure the vaccines are
distributed fairly and speedily. Those
who need the vaccine most urgently
should receive it first, with a fair
system for ensuring everyone else can
be vaccinated quickly and efficiently.
We need to ensure that everyone
receives the vaccine wherever they live
in the world – from the poorest to the
richest. Especially, in those parts of the
world where there is war, and people
are living as refugees.

Let’s learn the lessons of the
pandemic – not just going back to how
life was, as quickly as possible. Many of
us learnt to appreciate our family so
very much more – especially when we
could not be with them for months on
end. We learnt lessons about how
important our neighbours and local
businesses are, how precious our NHS,
medical researchers, care providers
and other frontline workers are. Let’s
not forget them.

Let’s value nature. Those of us with
gardens, or with parks or fields nearby,
have been massively blessed. I’ve
learnt to pay attention to birdsong, to
the changing colours of the trees, and
how unexpected plants have taken
root in our garden. Pets have played a
major part in helping us endure the
lockdowns, especially for people who
live alone. May we all learn to value
the natural world on our doorsteps in
the year ahead and beyond.

Let’s bless technology. Without the
use of the internet, meeting people

‘online’ or keeping in touch via email,
Facetime or other technologies, 2020
would have been a whole lot tougher.
Churches across the country moved
their Sunday services online, and soon
adapted to a different way of
worshipping – not the same, but still
helping us to worship together and see
familiar faces. Let’s continue to give
thanks for the science that made that
contact possible in 2020.

Let’s value our church family.
Imperfect we may be, like any family.
But the months without being
physically able to worship with them,
share communion with them, sing
alongside them have been hard. I value
so much how many churches have
risen to the pandemic challenge and
sought to serve their communities in
all kinds of ways. May we take all this
experience into 2021 and build upon it.

Whatever 2021 holds for you and all
those that you love, I pray that you
may know the love of God in your life,
and be able to pass it on to others.

The Revd Peter Crumpler
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If you have any news or photos you would care to share
please contact Roger Rees email: rogerrees134@gmail.com

Tel: 207916


