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Diocesan Vision Prayer
Father, we hold before you our family in the Diocese of Swansea and Brecon and
we open our hearts and minds to your Spirit: Bless us as we gather in your name;

Guide us as we grow into the likeness of your Son; Lead us by your Spirit to go
out and make disciples of others. God of our journeying, be our way and our truth
and our life; our beginning and our end. We pray through Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The Reverend Canon Phillip Gwynn, BA, MA, DPS, Cert. Theol. (Surrogate)
The Vicarage, 68 Ffordd-yr-Olchfa, Hendrefoilan Park, Swansea. SA2 7RF

email: phillip@gwynn.org.uk
Tel 01792 204758 Mobile 07946 351787

Parish of Killay - St Hilary’s Church and St Martin’s Church
The following were appointed to serve the Parish of Killay as Wardens and as Parochial
Church Councillors from May 2019 to April 2020

PARISH OFFICERS
Parish Vicar’s Warden Michael Powell
Vicar’s Sub Warden (St Hilary’s) Catherine Swain
Vicar’s Sub Warden (St Martin’s) Roger Draisey
Parish People’s Warden Jeremy Harris
People’s Sub Warden (St Martin’s) Susan Dimblebee
Parish Treasurer Ken Ellis
Assistant Treasurer Alan Pickard
PCC Secretary Marian Williams

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCILLORS
Christine Allen-Partington
Sandra Banks
Sheila Betts
Alan Clewett
Margaret Draisey
Nansi Evans
Simon Gwynn
Leonard Mitchell
Alan Pickard
Gwynneth Prestwood
Angela Reed
Barbara Roberts
Colin Williams

Parochial Officers
Gift Aid Officer Alan Pickard
Safeguarding Officer Catherine Swain
Children’s Ministry Sian Gwynn
Magazine Copy Editor Roger Rees
Parish Centre Booking Secretary Eileen Nielsen

Synod Representatives
1st Supplemental Member Christine Allen-Partington
2nd Supplemental Member Eileen Nielsen

Lay Representatives to Diocesan Conference Dr. James Proudfoot
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Vicar’s Report
It has been another busy year. I must say, that
running three churches across two separate
parishes does have its challenging moments. The
first Sunday of the month, with three back to back
Eucharists is quite demanding. Once a month,
each church has a lay-led service, much enhanced
by the use of the large monitor screen. I used this
screen on Remembrance Sunday to show a short
clip from the film Schindler’s List. For those who
would prefer Holy Communion, you only need to
go a mile or so up the road, to one of the other
two churches, where there will be a Eucharist.
Running two PCCs that often talk about similar
issues would be streamlined if the two parishes
were to formally merge into one unit – that would
be a much more workable process. This may be
something to look at in the coming twelve
months?

Alongside my day job, I have been a Part-time
Hospital Chaplain for over twenty five years,
mainly based in Singleton Hospital. For a
number of reasons, several months ago now, I
stepped down from this role. It is a role that can
be both challenging, as well as very rewarding.
Being at bedsides during critical points in
someone’s life – both welcoming new life into the
world in the Neo-natal Intensive Care Unit, as well
as at end-of-life moments too. Building up
relationships with staff members, and spending
time with Senior Managers – coming alongside
them, to support them as they often carry a heavy
burden of responsibility.

There have been one or two potentially
dangerous situations that have had to be
urgently dealt with by the Churchwardens and
Fabric Sub-committee, in St.Hilary’s church and
in the Parish Centre. My thanks particularly to
Mike Powell, Simon Gwynn, Alan Clewett, Roy
Chapman, Ian Dimblebee and Murray Davies.
They say that water and electrics should never go
together, but in a separate incident, a slight water

leak was found in one of the toilet areas – a leak
that had been running for some time. The
damage caused by this has now finally, been
completed. Apologies to hall user groups, who
have been inconvenienced by any of these works.

Outreach is going on in various ways, to reach
young people – through St.Hilary’s Tots Group on
a Friday afternoon, thanks to Sian Parkhouse and
others who help with the running of this small,
but vitally important group. Over several
decades, the church has fought a losing battle to
get children into church. So we have gone to
where large numbers of young people meet on a
Sunday morning – Dunvant Rugby Club. I am
grateful to Sian Gwynn, Simon Gwynn and Sian
Parkhouse for this pioneering project. Early days
yet, but it is about building up working
relationships with community groups, parents
and carers.

On the fourth Sunday of each month, the Eden
Bus youth project visits St.Hilary’s. This is a very
exciting and innovative project, largely driven
(apologies for pun!) by Simon Gwynn and Sian
Parkhouse. A partnership is being formed with
South Wales Police and other community
organisations. An important lesson is that the
church needs to be seen as a credible and
relevant part of the community – such
partnerships are therefore vitally important.

The church can also be seen on the streets, with
the Street Pastor organisation who, each Friday
and Saturday evening, work alongside the Police,
other emergency services and door staff, of our
city centre, mainly based around the Wind Street
area. We have a Street Pastor in St.Hilary’s church,
to find out more about this interesting venture,
speak to Cath Swain. Indeed, why not invite
someone from Street Pastors to speak to your
group?

Finance is always an issue, with ever declining
numbers, therefore declining financial
contributions. We have paid off in full, our

historical debt of Parish Share arrears to the
Diocese, through a match funding deal. Monies
left from the sale of the Parsonage in Ashgrove
have been ring-fenced for capital projects as
necessary. Hopefully, by the time you read this,
we will have available, a contactless card reader
for those who don’t bring cash to church –
especially at Baptisms and Weddings. It will be
interesting to see how this brings in additional
funds over the next twelve months. To the best of
my knowledge, I think we are the only church in
the Diocese to offer this facility. No actual money
changes hands, donated funds are electronically
deposited in the church bank account, for which
we pay a small transactional charge of approx 2%.

As we approach our Annual Vestry Meetings, we
say farewell and Thank You to two of our
Churchwardens.

The Church-in-Wales Constitution states that
after a certain age, you may no longer serve as a
Warden – sadly Mike has this past year, reached
that unspoken age. I am extremely grateful to
Mike for his dutiful attitude to this important role.
Mike has learned a great deal about the property
market, plumbing and 3-Phase electrics over

these past three years.
Also Jeremy Harris, long-standing People’s

Warden is standing down. Sarah started her
formal training for the sacred ministry in the
autumn, understandably, Jeremy wants to
support her in her placement parish of
Llwynderw. I am very grateful to Jeremy for
continuing in his role as Warden over these past
months, split loyalties always a heavy burden to
carry. Thank you Jeremy, not only for your
functioning as a Warden , but for your friendship
over many years, long before I became Vicar here.
We continue to hold Sarah in our thoughts and in
our prayers as she continues to explore the
journey that ministry will take both her and
Jeremy, following her ordination next year.

I must thank my wife Sian, for always being at
my side - but more than that, as well as working a
demanding job as a Senior Manager in Swansea
Bay LHB, Sian finds the time to do all the things
in and around these three churches. Thank you
Sian. I continue to seek to serve you as your friend
and Vicar in the coming church year.
Your Friend and Vicar
Canon Phillip

Farewell to Sarah Harris
as she begins her formal
training for the sacred
ministry.



Annual Report for the year of our Lord 2019

Parish of Killay St Hilary’s Church and St Martin’s Church Diocese of Swansea and Brecon Diocese of Swansea and Brecon St Hilary’s Church and St Martin’s Church Parish of Killay6 7

Annual Report for the year of our Lord 2019

Parish Vicar's Warden's Annual
Report 19/20
Another twelve months has passed and once
again it has been a busy year. So let's start back in
April 2019 for our review. A rather unusual
Shrove Tuesday social came about in the form of
an acapella, a pizza and a pancake? We were
entertained by the trio.....The Larks.....a close
harmony group with a lovely sound and
repertoire, and raised £200+ for funds. Later in
the month St Hilary's ladies ....(PHILL'S
FLOOSIES) won the United churches Quiz! A
lovely night of Christian unity! Easter greetings
were received from our young friends from
Bavaria via their retired leader Harald. The Eden
bus made a visit to Killay....inside was like Dr
Who’s Tardis ..... a new way of attracting the
young to Christianity. Touch line Sunday School
commenced at Dunvant Rugby Club.

Holy week came and an interesting and
devotional service on Good Friday was provided
by Worship leaders team. Easter Day arrived, and
the Church was splendidly decorated by Flower
Guild and ladies of the church.

April 2019 saw the passing of our 40 foot tree in
the car park which was found to be diseased and
a cause for concern to our neighbours and our
PCC. In the interests of safety it was agreed to its
demise.

By spring 2019 we had amassed historic arrears
of the Parish Share amounting to some £66,000
and PCC agreed to repay £33,000 with the
diocese paying the remaining costs (50%),
£33,000 which was the best way to start afresh
"in the black". Much of my time,(assisted by
fellow officers), was spent on administration to
bring this about! The PCC has now ring fenced
the remaining £92,000 for any future Fabric
works in our buildings / grounds. Let's hope
Bessy our ageing gas boiler continues to keep us
warm!

Currently we need to pay an annual Parish

Share of £75,000! (that's £1,500 each week!) So
it's still a case of all of us contributing as much as
we are able to ensure the future of our churches.
St Hilary’s will be 100 years old in 2026.....our
predecessors strove so hard to build and sustain
it....it behoves us all as the current guardians to
pass it on to the next generation of worshippers,
with a strong and modern, well-kept and a
relevant church in the 21st century.

July saw another successful summer Fete
organised by Angela and Pam & our small but
enthusiastic team. We welcomed Huw and Janie
to our music team and travelled to St Paul's
church for a Greater Gower Deanery service. The
summer saw our Daughter church of St Martin
celebrate its 70th anniversary. It was a happy and
joyful occasion. The 'Faith and Families' boxes
realised £659.96...a magnificent response.
September saw a Battle of Britain Thanksgiving
Service attended by civic dignitaries, and notably
Fred Jeacock aged 100 years, who had completed
30 bombing missions in Lancasters and Halifaxes
in the 2nd world war. It was a magnificent service
with a full church organised by Tom and Julie
Cole.

October saw the seasonal Harvest Festivals at
both our churches. Thursday 17th October saw a
very different Harvest Mix! It was held at Dunvant
Rugby Club for our Clyne Trinity Ministry Area. It
was an atrocious night weather wise, however, we
were well fed with an outstanding buffet, and
entertained by a ukulele band and Kevin Johns of
Swansea Sound who told so many hilarious
stories......an excellent night all round which
raised almost £1,000 for Faith in Families.

Sept came and the curse of the H2O struck in
the form of a major water leak in the Parish
Centre, resulting in an insurance claim of £6,000
(and remedial works completed in mid-
February). Thanks to my team of helpers, led by
Ian Dimblebee, who saw the scheme to a
successful conclusion! Autumn saw Sarah Harris

embark on her journey into the ministry and was
presented with a gift from the Church. We wish
her well. Many parishioners attended the United
Churches Songs of Praise in Killay Precinct. Pat
Stratton received a commendation certificate
from the Archbishop for her work with Baptisms
over many years.

As if by magic our car park was remarked /
painted in the Autumn, (not by Banksy but Nolan
road markers !), on safety grounds thus ensuring
safe parking and allowing access for a first
response ambulance car direct to the Parish
Centre.

December was another busy month and an
excellent Christmas Fete coordinated by Sian and
Sue which realised £1,516 and then followed
some rearrangements due to the General
Election. In a short period of time, the Eddie
Tucker Memorial Service took place as well as the
launch of the Christmas Tree Festival, (£147.45),
coordinated by Sylvia Powell and Beryl Harris,
then the Parish Carol Service with Annual
Christmas Draw ( thanks to the Dimblebees and
Draiseys for arranging (£1,236). I was pleased to
organise the first Festival Concert, in conjunction
with Choir secretary Alan Clewett of the Gwalia
Singers. It was an outstanding concert with a
great selection of classical and popular music
raising £540.98. Sunday 22nd December saw
the St Martin's Community candle lit Carol
Service. The church was packed.....we'll have to
have two sittings next Christmas! The Christmas
services at both churches were well attended.

And so we moved on to a New Year....2020
.....where we enjoyed a wonderful New Year
Parish luncheon at The Clyne Golf Club shared by
members of St Hilary’s, St Martin’s and All Souls
churches and organised by Ian and Sue, Roger
and Margaret and Sylvia. We all hope for a similar
function next year !.......

............... and on Sat 18th January came the
tasty offering of a free Mission Breakfast, when

the Mission and Outreach Group outlined what
was done in 2019 and shared their plans for
2020. A worthwhile event which hopefully will
be repeated with more support next time.
So time marched on to a very wet and windy
January/ February .......also, somewhat earlier in
late 2019, we were forced to change all of the
ceiling floodlights in the chancel due to some
overheating problems and replaced by safer
more economical 'LED' lights. When one of the
lights recently failed in the nave, the PCC
decided to change the remaining 8 ceiling lights
in the interests of safety and economy. Thanks to
Simon Gwynn for coordination of the works and
the small and willing band of helpers. The work
necessitated the movement of all 131 seats in
church to erect a tower to move around the
Church as we are not permitted to use ladders
anymore. It is a time consuming job.
In the year we had 12 funerals, 3 baptisms and 2
weddings. Our average attendance at the main
Eucharist Service on Sundays was 65, family
service – 56 and Thursday Eucharist - 21.

So to conclude, thanks to the Vicar, Canon Phill,
for his leadership and guidance throughout the
year, scurrying between two parishes and three
churches. Also, I'm unable to name every
volunteer who has helped the church this past
year....and if I was able to do that....there would
be bound to be someone I would omit! So to
everyone who has helped in any way....thank
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Report from Minutes of Parochial
Church Council
The PCC held five meetings this year. Three long
serving members of the PCC, Val Beynon, David
Jones and Lynne Lewis, did not stand for re-
election, but the PCC wishes to thank them all for
their commitment. Sarah Harris, a co-opted
member of the Mission and Outreach Sub-
Committee left when she began her training for
the Sacred Ministry at St. Padarn’s and in the
Parish of Llwynderw; we should all like to wish
her well for the future. There have been eight
new members of the PCC this year.

Members of the PCC also attended regular
meetings of the Finance Sub-Committee: Fabric
and Buildings Sub-Committee: Fundraising and
Social Sub-Committee and the Mission and
Outreach Sub-Committee. Once again this year,
the PCC wishes to express its gratitude to the
many co-opted members of these sub
committees. The Parish Centre Management
Group also meets regularly. I should like to
express my personal thanks to the Church
Wardens who chair all these committees.

The Vicar and Churchwardens met with the
Archdeacon and Area Dean to discuss the
proposed extension to the north side of St.
Hilary’s Church. Following this meeting and the
reservations expressed by the Archdeacon and
Area Dean about the project, a final decision was
made to abandon the proposed extension to the
north side of St. Hilary’s Church in its current
form.

During the year, discussions have been centred
around the Parish Share, car parking at St. Hilary’s
Church, fire alarms, GDPR legislation, lighting in
church and in the Parish Centre and, most
recently, dealing with the water leak in the Parish
Centre which caused so much damage. As
always, there are ongoing repairs and working
parties to undertake various tasks. Alan Clewett
has continued to conduct regular Health and

Safety checks with help from Roy Chapman and
Colin Williams and has prepared regular reports.
Painting has been done at St. Martin’s Church
and the new signpost is due to be erected soon.

The Diocesan Board of Finance offered a
matched funding offer to pay arrears of the Parish
Share. It was decided to take advantage of the
offer to pay our arrears in full. This will enable us
to make applications for grants in the future.
Resurfacing the car park required planning
permission, therefore it was decided that relining
the car park was all that was required. Prior to
this, a large tree needed to be removed, because
it was unsafe. Swansea Council confirmed that
there was no preservation order on this tree, the
tree surgeon’s insurance was seen, and
retrospective permission was given by the
Archdeacon. A section of the grass bank on the
south side of the church was removed in order to
create additional parking spaces. The central area
was marked to ensure that emergency vehicles
could obtain access to the Parish Centre.

The fire alarms in the Parish Centre are tested
weekly and recorded in the Fire book. Fire exit
signs will be displayed in both churches and fire
marshals will be trained. The Minor hall is now
unlocked when the building is in use to ensure
that access to the fire door is available. The fire
extinguishers in the Parish Centre and churches
have been serviced and have been changed from
water to foam, plus CO2 extinguishers for
potential electrical fires.

Mrs. Katherine Lewis from the Diocesan
Safeguarding Group gave a presentation to the
PCC on current Diocesan / Provincial
Safeguarding Policies regarding the taking,
recording and publishing of images and GDPR.
The PCC has adopted the new policy.

Four lights in the Sanctuary and Chancel in St.
Hilary’s have been replaced with LED lights. The
majority of the lights in the Parish Centre have
also been replaced. Emergency portable LED

you...and rest assured, the good Lord knows who
you are.

Personally, as I retire as Parish Vicar's Warden
on reaching 75, thanks to everyone for
supporting me in whatever way you did....I tried
to carry out my office and duties to the best of my
ability, and would never have been able to
achieve this without the help of Sylvia, Lisa, Jack,

Sam and Callum and my fellow wardens and PCC
members. Thanks to Phillip (& Sian), for their faith
in me in choosing me for the office....I have been
humbled and proud to be Vicars Warden.....Bless
you all.

Mike Powell JP
PS: I wish my successor every good fortune.

Battle of Britain Thanksgiving Service
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Mission and Outreach Sub-
Committee
There have been 6 meetings of this Committee
since January last year. All our meetings have
been well-attended.

The very successful Ministry Area Alpha course
which finished in December 2018, was followed
by a 6 week Prayer course in January and
February 2019. The Miracle Men production in
January was another successful event, which
proved to be thought provoking for all who
attended. This too was a Ministry Area event.

The Prayer Board has been in place at the back
of the Church since June. These prayers are taken
to the altar on the 4th Sunday as part of the
service led by the Lay Worship Leaders. We
would like to see this board being used for
Prayers of Thanksgiving as well as Prayers of
Supplication in the future.

The Ministry Area Youth Club and the Eden Bus,
now known as the Message Bus, has been a
particularly successful initiative this year. The bus
came to Killay on Mothering Sunday and many
members of the PCC came to visit it. Simon
Gwynn has now been trained to drive the bus.
Numbers of young people attending the monthly
Youth Club have continued to grow. We would be
pleased to welcome new volunteers to man the
Youth Club sessions, even if you can only come to
1 session. The Spree Wales event was held at the
Carmarthen Showground in July, several
members of the Committee attended as leaders.

The Screen and Projector for the Parish centre
are both in regular use. The screen has been used
in church on the 4th Sunday and for other
Services eg Remembrance Sunday. Parishioners
who used the paper sheets initially, have now
expressed a preference to use the screen.

We have initiated a Schools’ Page in the
Ministry Area magazine, four of the six schools
contribute regularly, for which we are grateful.
We hope that we can continue to work closely
with the schools to strengthen these links. We
appreciate Hendrefoilan School coming to sing
on a Sunday morning and during the Christmas
Tree festival. Dunvant School kindly sang to open
our Christmas Fayre.

The Ministry Area Mission Harvest at Dunvant
Rugby Club proved to be another popular idea.
The Vicar has already expressed his hopes that
this event might be the first of many. Touchline
Sunday School now meets at Dunvant RFC on the
first Sunday of the month, these are still early
days, but numbers are increasing.

The Dunvant Community Council Afternoon Tea
was attended by representatives of St. Martin’s
Church to raise awareness of events in the Parish.

Prayer Cards have been produced which are
now ready to be delivered. It is our intention to
target specific areas initially.

Jeremy Harris
Chairman of the Mission and Outreach

Sub-Committee

lights have been put in St. Hilary’s.
The damp in the Parish Centre, was caused by a

long term water leak in a waste pipe in the toilets.
The drying process has taken several months to
complete, and dehumidifiers and blowers have
been in use 24/7. We have now been given a
Certificate of Dryness and repairs and
redecoration have been done. The carpet in the
corridor and flooring in the toilets has been
replaced. Particular thanks must be given to
Mike Powell for his daily site visits and contact
with the insurers and loss adjustors to arrange
this and to Ian Dimblebee for co-ordinating the
work of the contractors.

The heating system in the Parish Centre has
been the subject of much discussion at meetings
as has the ventilation in the kitchen.

There have been a number of very successful
events this year. The Parish Lunch, The Ministry
Area Prayer Course hosted by The Parish and the
Ministry Area Harvest at Dunvant Rugby Club
were very successful. The Parish has also been
well represented at Joint Ministry Area Services
in St. Paul’s, at Holy Trinity and at All Soul’s.

Our Summer and Christmas Fayres were both
successful fundraising events again this year. The
PCC is extremely grateful to everyone for all their
hard work before, during and after these events.
The Parish Christmas Draw added to our funds,
thanks especially to the Dimblebees and the
Draiseys for all their hard work and to Dave and
Mary Jones for their advice.

Unfortunately, our annual Christmas Tree
festival was not well attended this year, possibly
due to there being three major events that week.
Many of the people who might have visited
attended the Memorial Carol Service, the Parish
Carol Service and the concert given by the Gwalia
Singers.

Once again, the PCC expresses its gratitude to
Murray Davies, Roy Chapman, Alan Clewett and
Nigel Fletcher for the work that they carry out to
ensure that the Graveyard and surrounding areas
are well kept. Appreciation also to those who give
of their time so willingly to ensure that both
churches and the Parish Centre are well kept.

Marian Williams
PCC Secretary
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St Martin’s Church
Things began in early July when we had the
outside of the church chemically cleaned and
what a difference it made with the removal of
mould etc. The windows and surrounds were
painted and the crack on the South wall was
repaired and painted all spruced up ready for our
70th anniversary celebration on Sunday 27th of
July. Canon Phil took the service in front of a
packed congregation.

Eileen Harries shared with us her memories of
the time she spent attending the Sunday school
and the fetes held in the grounds of Brooklands.
It was also pointed out that the mother of pearl
cross hanging on the wall, from the Solomon
Islands, was donated to the church by Mr Gordon
Parsons. Following the service there was a Buffet
and a Celebration cake washed down with a
welcome cup of tea.

Early in November Sue
Dimblebee stepped up
to be a Eucharistic server
taking her first service on
4th November.

November saw........ St
Martin’s take up the reins
of the Christmas Prize
Draw; thanks to Sue
Dimblebee and Margaret
Draisey and their husbands
£1235 was raised. Thanks
to the Mother’s Union and Ladies Guild for their
donations and to all of the other 57 prize givers
and to everyone who sold a book or bought a
ticket.

December 3rd, we had a Taize service which 24
people attended which gave us time to reflect on
advent.

December 15th, 4 members armed with Parish
magazines and events programmes went to a
Community Christmas afternoon tea at Dunvant
Social centre , organised by Councillor Louise
Gibbard. It was good to show that we are a little
anglican church in the heart of the village.

December 22nd saw us holding our annual
Community Candlelight Carol Service which was
again a wonderful success with a packed church
and only standing room left. Many thanks to all
the readers and the show was stolen by the three
pupils from Pen-y-fro-School.

Roger Draisey & Sue Dimblebee, Sub Wardens

70th anniversary celebration

Diocesan Conference Report
The Diocesan Conference held on 12th October
2019 at Brecon Cathedral, ‘gave us huge food for
thought as well as plenty of encouragement’,
Archbishop John said. Diocesan conference
members voted unanimously for the Diocese of
Swansea and Brecon to move towards becoming an
Eco Diocese. Eco Diocese is an initiative to encourage
diocesan-level engagement with Eco Church, and
promote local church participation in the scheme.
The motion stated that the diocese would progress
towards registration by:
1. Ethical investment of diocesan funds.
2. Promotion of shared car use, or public transport.
3. Achievement of the Bronze Eco Church award
level in relation to its Diocesan Offices.
4. A policy on the environmental maintenance of
Vicarages.
5. A routine for recording achievement.
6. Getting 5% of churches to register as Eco
Churches before December 2019.
7. Getting 10% of Churches to register by Diocesan
Conference 2020.
8. 5% of Churches gaining the Bronze Award by
Diocesan Conference 2020.
9. Embedding environmental issues within the
curricula of it’s ongoing ministerial education.
10. Scrutinising Faculty applications for positive
environmental action.

The Conference also heard from Ministry Area
Development Officer, Tim Hollingdale, who gave a
‘snapshot of where we are and how we’re going to
move on from here’ with Ministry Areas.

There was also a presentation from Faith in
Families Sharon Atkins and Dr. Sian Miller about the
work the charity is doing in its local communities –
from the St.John’s Centre in Brecon to its three
Swansea Cwtches – and the challenges it is facing.
Conference also heard about its Brighter Futures
initiative, which is giving children opportunities to
be the best they can be, delivering intensive
support, play and learning activities for children and
their parents.

Conference closed with a presentation from ‘Open
Doors’ Revd. Roger Faulkner. Open Doors works in
over 60 countries, supplying Bibles, training church
leaders, providing practical support and emergency
relief, and supporting Christians who suffer for their
faith. In the UK and Ireland, Open Doors works to
raise awareness of global persecution, mobilising
prayer, support and action among Christians.

Archbishop John said the Conference had ‘given
us some extremely interesting and some very
challenging things. Those two presentations, Faith in
Families and Open Doors, reminded us sometimes
of just how easy it is to forget what a challenging life
people in other places lead and maybe how
comfortable we are in the way we lead our lives’.

Canon Phillip Gwynn
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committee and members are supportive and
offer some good advice. Betty Nutt (co-opted
committee member) has been an excellent
support too. Twice yearly Pat Stratton, Alan and I
have attended the Council Meetings in Brecon.

We are proud to be members of a worldwide
organisation formed in 1876 by Mary Sumner.
We have over 4 million members in 80 countries.
I have completed 11 years as Branch Leader. We

meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month in
our Parish Centre at 2 pm. Our MU theme for
2020 is – “Building Hope and Confidence”.

I end with a quotation from “Families First” –
MU Magazine:

“Please pray for daily opportunities to do or say
something to comfort, encourage and inspire
others”.

Carole Pickard, Branch Leader

There were 35 members in 2019. In January
there was a requiem mass for Margaret Thomas
(widow of Canon Geoffrey Thomas). Later in the
year a former member, Marion Jones died. Phil
Smith moved away before the year ended.
During the year we donated £533.87 to charity:
Make a Mother’s Day £42.80, Faith in Families
£193, AFIA (Away from it all holidays) £100, Safe
Houses £100, Action and Outreach £65.76 and
Diocesan Projects £32.31. We were able to make
these donations due to the generosity of our
members, raffles, our afternoon tea and
Christmas dinner. Thank you. On a monthly basis
I take items to St Mary’s Swansea for “Baby
Basics” namely packs of nappies, new clothes for
babies, knitting for babies, toiletries etc. I hand
over to an MU Trustee items for Safe Houses –
new underwear for women and children,
toiletries, sanitary products, new clothing for
older children etc.

Canon Phillip began our January and
September meetings with a Eucharist. In
February we worked with Gorseinon and Newton
MU to organise the monthly MU Eucharist at St
Mary’s Swansea. At our “Wave of Prayer” service
we prayed for our prayer partners in Free State
(South Africa), Bondo (Kenya), Offa & Ogbia
(Nigeria), the Diocese of Argentina and for our
Diocesan President, Sally Freedman and our
Provincial President, Rev Kay Warrington. On St
David’s day Sian Gwynn organised the “Women’s
World day of Prayer” service at St Hilary’s. Thanks
to our members for providing the refreshments
afterwards. The flags and daffodils were attractive
and the Welsh cakes most tasty.

Two Greater Gower Deanery meetings were
held in our Parish Centre. In April Paul Mort spoke
about his work with the homeless and members
made a voluntary donation of £79 which was

given to Paul to help his
work. Our retreat at
Nicholaston House in
May was led by Rev Ian Folkes. The Greater Gower
Deanery Festival was at St Catherine’s, Gorseinon
and our Diocesan Festival was at Brecon
Cathedral followed by a meal at the Abercrave
Inn. Each month a few of us attend the MU
Eucharist at St Mary’s, Swansea and I would like
to thank Alan for regularly helping as a server or
Eucharistic assistant.

In June some of us attended the centenary
service of Newton MU Branch followed by a
lovely tea. This year Pat Thomas celebrated her
90th birthday and she was presented with a 40-
year membership certificate at our afternoon tea
by Jill McPherson (Greater Gower Deanery Leader).

In September Sheran Harper (MU Worldwide
President), met MU members at St Mary’s,
Swansea. Susan and Bob Mapp celebrated their
Golden Wedding in October. Thank you, Alan, for
organising a really special Christmas meal and
raffle at the Black Boy; 31 attended and Canon
Phillip called in for a drink with us. We enjoyed
the Parish Carol service followed by a splendid
Grand Draw later. Our members support most of
our church activities especially the fayres. Thank
you, Pat Davies who arranges flowers so
beautifully on behalf of MU when needed. We
took part in the Christmas Tree Festival.

We paid the Church Treasurer £150 for hire of
the Parish Centre and bought heating tokens
when needed. Thank you, Haydn Osborne, for a
thorough inspection of our MU accounts
submitted by our treasurer Alan. Canon Phillip
and Sian have been very encouraging towards
our branch – thank you. Sandra has done an
enormous amount of work as our secretary. We
always enjoy the programme of speakers. Our

Mothers’ Union - Branch Leader’s Report 2019
Theme for the year: -“Listen, Observe, Act in step with God”

St Hilary's Bowls Club: Main hall, Parish Centre
We meet on a Friday evening between 7-10pm; we are 24 on the books and we roll out two short mat
bowls and enjoy a happy three hours of bowling and chatting. Each time a member celebrates a
birthday, we also enjoy a buffet and a glass or two! At the time of writing, we have a full membership.
However, if you are interested, your name could go on a waiting list.

Further details from : Gill Genco: (Secretary/Treasurer): 872636
Or Mike Powell: (Chairman): 208955.
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Greater Gower Deanery Synod
A lovely evening at the end of April 2019 in
Penllergaer Parish Centre was the setting for the
first of a new round of meetings for the Greater
Gower Deanery Synod. After an introductory
prayer, the first subject on the agenda was the
Parish Share, which still seems to be an ongoing
problem. We were then introduced to the new
vicar of Penllergaer, the Reverend John
Gillibrand who read us a passage from St. Paul’s
epistle to the Galatians on the subject of ‘ the
Sharing of Burdens‘. The next speaker was
Reverend Canon Phil Gwynn who talked on two
subjects. One was the possible revival of a Youth
Orchestra that used to meet in different parts of
the Greater Gower. The other was the founding of
a Sunday School at Dunvant Rugby Club which
was to take part once a month with an agenda of
traditional Sunday School subjects and arts and
crafts interspersed with rugby. Next, was Sian
Parkhouse who gave us information on youth
opportunities, training for Open the Book and the
dates for summer camps for 11+ year olds. The
last speaker of the evening was Chris Brudenell,
a Church Insurance Consultant from Ecclesiastical
Insurance. He spoke in depth about the
Company, which was founded in 1887, covering

all the specific things his insurance company
covers. It is a very specialised subject and is used
by all the churches in Wales.

The next engagement with the Greater Gower
Deanery Synod was a service in St. Paul’s, Sketty
on a hot, sunny Sunday in July with the Reverend
Canon Peter Brooks officiating. The sermon was
given by Tim Hollingday, the Ministry
Development Leader for the area, on the subject
of ‘ Change ‘ and that we must be ready for it even
if we miss the old ways and days.

The last session of the year was at St. Mary’s,
Pennard on December 2nd. It was a cold night so
the new heating system was an absolute
Godsend! The meeting on the agenda was the
Parish Share again, but it was not to be.
Apparently, the figures were not ready. Instead,
we had a talk on Eco Church from Jill Knight. It is
a very complex subject dealing with the
stewardship of God’s Earth and World. More
detailed and accurate information about the
subject can be found on eco
church.arocha.org.uk. The meeting was brought
to a close by Reverend Peter Brooks saying the
Grace.

Chris Allen

Parish Choir
Once again, this has been an enjoyable year for
the choir with excellent attendances.Our thanks
go to Lynne Novis and Chris Samuel for their help
and support in our contribution to the worship at
St. Hilary’s. Sadly we said a fond farewell to Lynne
who is now mainly organist in All Souls. We will
miss her expertise and enthusiasm.
The choir attended both the services on Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday.
On Easter Sunday we sang the anthem “Sing
aloud, the day is breaking”. The text is by Nick
Fawcett and the familiar tune is Beethoven’s “Ode
to Joy” arranged by Noel Rawsthorne.
In June, the choir attended the Ministry area
service in Holy Trinity church.
In August, we were delighted to welcome Huw
and Janey Thomas into the choir - both talented
organists. The extra bonus is that Huw will be
playing the organ for some services and will also
be helping the choir with our contribution to the
eucharist services. We now look forward to being
able to add something extra to the services on the
special church festivals.
On the Sunday following their welcome addition
to the choir, we sang “Spirit of God” by Simon
Lole.
On September 29th we were welcomed in All
Souls, Tycoch, for the Joint Area Ministry service.
We sang Schubert’s “Holy,Holy,Holy” and the
hymn “Be still for the presence of the Lord”. It was
also a pleasure to sing psalm 103, vs 19 - 22.
Our Harvest festival was held on October 6th
when we sang “Listen”. The words and music are
by Aniceto Nazareth, arranged by Malcolm
Archer.
December was a busy month for the choir. At the
Eddie Tucker Memorial carol service we sang
“Sleep, my Saviour, Sleep”. The words are by Rev.
S. Baring-Gould (1834 - 1924), arranged by Rev.
R.F. Smith. The tune is “Infant Carol”
(anonymous).

At the Parish Carol service, the choir sang “Gift of
Love” by Philip Ledger and Daniel Miller. Also the
incomparable John Rutter’s “Christmas Lullaby”.
He composed it in 1989 for the celebration of the
late David Willcocks’ 70” birthday (the former
Director of Music at Kings College, Cambridge).
At the traditional Midnight Mass the choir sang
“Sleep, my Saviour, Sleep” and “Gift of Love”.
On January 19th, all the churches and chapels of
the area met at St. Hilary’s for a combined choral
evensong. The choir sang the lovely anthem
“Listen” which has become a choir favourite. The
chant for Psalm 145 was by Stanford. The
Magnificat was sung to a chant by Henry T. Smart
and the Nunc Dimittis was Parisian Tone.
At the moment the choir is minus an alto owing
to unforeseen circumstances. We are appealing
to any ladies or gentlemen who could help out,
even if only as a temporary measure. It goes
without saying that sopranos, tenors and basses
would also be welcomed with open arms!!
COME AND JOIN US!!

Barbara Roberts



Annual Report for the year of our Lord 2019

Parish of Killay St Hilary’s Church and St Martin’s Church Diocese of Swansea and Brecon Diocese of Swansea and Brecon St Hilary’s Church and St Martin’s Church Parish of Killay18 19

Annual Report for the year of our Lord 2019

Ladies Guild Report
Ladies Guild continues to flourish and has
enjoyed a varied and interesting programme
over the past twelve months.

Our meetings each Wednesday have been well
attended including the church service on our first
meeting in September. Our Carol Service, which
has now become the Parish Carol Service with an
open invitation to all, was very well attended and
this was followed by friendship and hospitality of
sherry and mince pies in the Parish Centre and
the Christmas Raffle Draw.

Our membership remains reasonably good and
I hope members have found our meetings
interesting but, sadly, our members often
complain of the cold as, in order to hear our
speakers, we are forced to switch off the noisy
overhead heaters.

Sadly, I must mention that, during the last year,
there has been the death of four dearly loved
members: Val Adams, Val Lewis, Joan Dobbs and
Nan Lee, all being such faithful members who are
all missed so much within our group and also as
good friends.

It is always nice to welcome speakers from our
own church and, this year, we have enjoyed Pam
& Murray who shared slides of their recent visit to
New York with their family. We were all delighted
to share their experiences and would like to
thank them both.

Our own Eric Thomas came along with ‘The
Story of Immigration into Britain’ – very
interesting. Thank you Eric.

Nigel Fletcher, our Commercial Waste Recycling
Officer to Swansea City Council, gave us an
informative and helpful talk of the 3 R’s – Reduce,
Re-use and Recycle. Thank you Nigel.

Our own Ladies Guild member, Barbara
Roberts, came to tell us about her weekends at
Longleat Safari Park enjoying the ‘Lights of
Longleat’. Thank you Barbara.

Ladies Guild was also involved in the church

Summer & Autumn Fayres, the weekly Luncheon
Club, Tots Group – all held in the Parish Centre -
together with Baptisms and Festivals including
the Christmas Tree Exhibition. The theme, this
year, was ‘Carols Old & New’. The Ladies Guild
chose ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ and our tree was
beautifully decorated by a few of our ladies –
wonderful, thanks.

Of course, our annual Summer & Christmas
shopping trips plus our two theatre trips are
greatly appreciated and much enjoyed.

Our high attendance enables Ladies Guild
funds to be used for donations to charities and,
this year, we have donated in excess of £500. We
gave to the church, Tenovus, Living Painting and
Stepping Stones.

Thank you all for your prayers, friendship,
support, loyalty and generosity. I should like to
thank our vicar, Canon Phillip Gwynn, for his
arrangements and involvement in our
meaningful church services; Pam Davies for her
work involved as Secretary; and Marian Williams
for her work as Treasurer; and all the committee.

Another successful year. Thank you all so much.
Gwynneth Prestwood.

Leader

Youth Report
2019 – 2020 has been an exciting year for the
youth section of the Parish of Killay. We have
undertaken a number of new exciting concepts
and made some great progress on some existing
projects.

The first of the exciting developments was the
arrival of the Eden Bus into the Deanery. The Eden
bus is a double decker bus that has been fitted
out as a mobile youth club with all the games
consoles. The most important factor about the
bus is that people can come on, but towards the
end of the session there is a ‘God slot’ where the
Leaders are able to deliver a short talk based on
our faith and beliefs. Within the first couple of
sessions we had a number of conversations with
many different topics such as self worth, self
harm as well as many others. Please continue to
pray for this project.

During the Summer we took a large group of
youth from Clyne Trinity Ministry Area to the
Spree Wales Camp. This camp takes place
annually at Carmarthen Show Ground and is

attended by young people aged from 9 from
various denominations. There are a number of
worship venues catering for many different lively
forms of worship with new and modern worship.
Everyone slept under canvas for the 2 nights. We
have already begun preparations to do this again
this summer.

Various ideas are being floated for the year
ahead, mainly driven by conversations from our
young people. They have expressed some wishes
of being able to look at a specific opportunity for
worship for themselves. Also we are looking at
some further opportunities for residential
experiences.

Please remember in your prayers the youth
team in Killay of Simon Gwynn, Simon Davies,
Sian & Michael Parkhouse and also remember
the young people within our area, both the ones
that we know and also the ones that we have yet
to meet.

Simon Gwynn
Youth Leader

The Eden Bus at St Hilary’s Church
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Work with Children.
Unfortunately, there has not been much activity in Sunday school at St Hilary’s Church throughout
2019. The young people are still attending as their social calendars allow, but many hobbies and
sports activities now take place on Sundays.

The Parish of Killay continues to support the work with Young people across the ministry area, the
‘Eden Bus’ and Messy Church / Holiday Club at St. Pauls.

The Touch Line Sunday School has commenced at Dunvant Rugby Club, where many young people
from Killay and Dunvant go on a Sunday morning. It is hoped that this outreach work will help us to re
engage with young people, in their place, not expecting them to come to us.

Please continue to pray for young people in our communities; even if we don’t know them by name,
God knows them all.

Sian Gwynn

LayWorship Leaders
The Lay Worship Leaders for the churches of All Souls Tycoch, St Hilary’s Killay and St Martin’s Dunvant,
have continued to support the Worship in the 3 churches across our area. We continue to be supported
by Sister Marian at All Souls alternate months.

The services continue to be well received in all 3 churches, with parishioners saying how much they
enjoy the variety of thoughts shared during the services.

We are very aware, that some parishioners would rather a Eucharist every week, but this is not
possible and we have to open our eyes to new ways of worship. But all in all the positives outweigh the
negatives, although the negative comments can be hurtful on some occasions.

Once again, in 2019, the Lay Worship Leaders prepared and led the Good Friday Hour of Devotion.
2019 saw Sarah Harris leave our merry band, to start training for the Ordained Ministry. She is greatly

missed and our loss is Llwynderw’s gain.
Request for help, If you are away on holiday or visiting another church, where it is a Lay Led Service,

please could you bring back the service leaflet (if allowed) so we can learn from what is happening
elsewhere.

Please remember the Lay Worship Leaders in your prayers, Gareth Lewis, Babs Roberts, Simon
Davies, Mike Powell, Sian Parkhouse, Ken Ellis and myself (Sian Gwynn).

Sian Gwynn
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Killay and District Lunch Club
We have continued to have approximately 30
members coming to lunch every week.

We now have a waiting list of eight.
Although we lost Team A last year the Hostesses

have continued to keep that week going every
fifth week by ordering fish and chips which
everybody seems to enjoy.

We still need another volunteer cook to help
with Team B as they are struggling with only three
of them.

We were also sorry to lose our leader, Christine,
as she has worked so hard over 30 years running
the lunch club. The Committee work well
together and everything seems to be running
smoothly.

On 6 March we celebrated St David`s Day when
we decorated the tables with daffodils and
various Welsh flags and dolls which all looked
very attractive.

We had two coffee mornings and both were

well attended. The first was on 12 June and our
Christmas coffee morning was on 13 November.

On 8 May we had our first outing of the year to
Brecon and had a very enjoyable trip on the canal
where a buffet lunch was waiting for us on board.
The second trip was again to Brecon where we
boarded the Brecon Mountain Steam Railway.
The weather was perfect to enjoy the beautiful
scenery. We had lunch at the Brewers Fayre in
Llanelli.

Our Christmas meal was held on 4 December
when the cooks worked so hard in the kitchen
and provided a beautiful meal. Once again the
Dunvant Male Voice Singers came along to wait
at the tables and then entertain us with our
favourite carols. We are very grateful for the
support we get from the Choir who donated £100
to the Lunch Club and also the Community
Association who also donated £100.

Teresa Garner, Secretary

Luncheon Club trip to Brecon

Music Society
In the programme for 2019 we were pleased to
welcome back a few of our regular guests along
with some new visitors. We hope they will also
become ‘friends’ of the Society. We were also very
happy to welcome some new members!

Owing to the changes in Olchfa House, we
gathered at the Black Boy for our annual dinner,
which seemed to be enjoyed by all.

The usual AGM was held in February followed
by the Members Own choices of music. In March
we donned cowboy hats and shirts to welcome
Anthony Hughes, hosting a Country and Westem
night. In April we welcomed a new guest, Jeff
Eley, a cabaret singer and he was followed in May
by our annual visit from the talented Ariosa
Singers. ln June, another regular, Mr. Howard
Mortimaire spoke on the life of Richard Baker,

followed in July by the very entertaining
castaways Jim and Jan Proudfoot. We enjoyed a
familiar local entertainer, Keith Milward, in
September, followed in October by a great
Society favourite, the Rev. Clive Williams, who
spoke on the life and works of Weber. Another
group of friends, the Hemiola Singers
entertained us in November and the year
concluded with an early Hogmanay celebration -
music, dancing and hilarity provided by the St.
Andrew’s Scottish Country Dance Society.

My grateful thanks go to all our faithful
members for their support. Also a big thank you
to Eric and the committee for their help, to Julie
for organising the refreshments and to all who
contributed raffle prizes.

Barbara Roberts



Envelope and Gift Aid Scheme
As envelope and Gift Aid Officer I am responsible
for recording all contributions to the Parish
whether it is by envelope or direct giving/
standing orders. The direct giving arrangement
has been taken up by 24 members of the
congregation which not only assists me in the
administration, but also the reclaimed tax is
automatically collected monthly and credited to
our account which increases our ability to
manage our finances more efficiently. A further 7
people give via standing orders and 81 others
use the envelope scheme. 58 of which Gift Aid
their donations and tax can be reclaimed on the
remainder through the “Small Donations”
system. At the end of each quarter I submit our
claim for gift aid based on whether individuals
pay tax or not. The government recently has
allowed us to claim tax on some of the cash
collections which again has helped us to pay our
way.

Thank you very much indeed for your
contribution to our Churches, by weekly
envelope, standing order, direct giving or
donation. Details of your contribution are
available from me if required. If you have any
queries, please contact me. If you no longer pay
tax due to a change in income or tax allowances,
please contact me so that I can remove you from
tax claim submission.

Alan Pickard (Tel. No. [01792 204717)
Envelope & Gift Aid Officer

Electoral Roll
The Electoral Roll is to be completely renewed
every 5 years the last being held in 2015,
therefore I have issued Electoral Roll forms for
2020 which must be completed by all who wish
to be on the Electoral Roll. Last year we had 145
people registered on our electoral roll of which
130 are regular attendees at one or both of our
churches.

Alan Pickard (Tel. No. 01792 204717)
Electoral Roll Officer

Pat Stratton receiving her commendation from the
Bishop (Archbishop John) from Canon Phillip
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Accounts for the Parish of Killay
For the Year ending 31st December 2019

The followingpagesshowtheamountof money receivedandspentover theyearending31stDecember2019.
Both the ‘Receipts’ and ‘Payments’ totals are distorted this year because of exceptional items. The
‘Receipts’ include just over £125,500 from the sale of the Parsonage and the ‘Payments’ contain just
over £33,260 which was an agreed payment to the Diocese to clear our historical arrears of Parish
Share. It is worth noting that if these two figures were not present, total ‘Receipts’ would have been just
over £104,600 and total ‘Payments’ would have been about £119,600, an overspend of £15,000!

The closing balance across all accounts was £126,969.86 is divided in the following way:
Restricted Account £108,179.39
Current Account £18,714.47
Cash £76.00

The money held in the Restricted Account is divided as follows:
St Hilary’s Building and Fabric £947.68
St Martin’s Building and Fabric £2,952.14
Graveyard and Grounds. £6,616.23
Altar Flowers. £618.50
Property Sale. £97,044.84

(As last year, the current account had insufficient funds to pay the final quarter of our Parish Share
(£18,750). Our Parish Share for 2019 was £75,000, a decrease on last year of £5,763, but still difficult
to attain.)

I wish to thank Mr. Alan Pickard for his time and patience in sharing his knowledge and experience as
a Parish Treasurer, Mr & Mrs Jim Proudfoot for continuing with the onerous task of dealing with the
banking and last, but by no means least, the members of the Finance sub - Committee for their wise
counsel and support.

Ken Ellis
Parish Treasurer
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Parish of Killay
Receipts and Payments Account
for the Year Ending 31 December 2019

THIS YEAR LAST YEAR
2019 2018

RECEIPTS £ £ £ £
Direct Giving
i. Planned Giving 52,289.84 50,407.43
ii. Open Plate 3,423.06 55,712.90 3,386.97 53,794.40
Indirect Giving
HMRC Charities 13,568.50 13,169.79
Special Collections
World Church and other Good Causes 1,211.80 1,897.79
Magazine
Advertising and Sales 2,179.46 1,214.19
Money Raising
Fetes, Raffles, Outings, Socials,
Fund Raising Group Events
(incl.Monthly Draw) and Sponsors 7,714.96 8,965.33
Exceptional Income
Legacies & In Memoriam 294.23 1,545.00
Donations and Gifts 412.00 1,263.80
Other including Sale of Parsonage 127,174.03 127,880.26 8,423.49 11,232.29
Other Income
Funerals and Burials - Restricted 6,544.00 5,281.00
Funerals - Unrestricted 946.00 1,056.00
Weddings/Baptisms 480.00 1,426.00 520.00 1,576.00
Photocopying, Flowers etc.. 1,911.27 843.93
Bank Interest 177.08 20.83
Parish Centre Income
Letting and Heating Tokens 11,805.00 11,026.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS 230,131.23 109,021.55

THIS YEAR LAST YEAR
2019 2018

PAYMENTS £ £ £ £
Mission and Outreach
Local 1,388.89 1,277.99
World 395.84 1,784.73 282.04 1,560.03
Maintenance of the Ministry
Parish Share and Locums 113,760.52 59,090.00
Maintenance of the Church
Heat, Light, Water and Insurance 5,397.56 5,547.21
Maintenance and Repairs (incl.Grounds) 7,683.56 13,081.12 5,468.77 11,015.98
Maintenance of Services
Altar Requisites, Organist, Choir, Organ 7,529.47 4,048.62
Parochial Expenses of Clergy
Travel, Vicarage incl. Telephone
(Proportion), Books and Courses 1,479.34 858.22
General Parish Expenses
Stationery, Printing, Photocopying,
Postage and Office Sundries 2,022.01 2,518.44
Cost of Money Raising 1,591.82 2,162.95
Hall Outgoings
Heat, Light, Water, Insurance,
Maintenance, Cleaning & Sundries 11,534.54 6,429.51
Exceptional Costs (including the Parsonage) 50.00 6,650.13

TOTAL PAYMENTS 152,833.55 94,333.88

NET SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) 77,297.68 14,687.67

1st January 2019 Bank Balances 49,672.18 34,984.51
1st January 2019 Cash Balances 0.00 0.00

49,672.18 34,984.51
31st December 2019 Bank Balances 126,893.86 49,672.18
31st December 2019 Cash Balances 76.00 0.00

126,969.86 49,672.18
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