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God – and Sodium Chloride

There is an old story from India about a young boy who
told his father that he’d decided that there was no
God, as he could not see any evidence of his presence.
The father told his son to find a bowl of water and
some salt. On his return, he asked his son to pour the
salt into the water, stir it and leave it overnight. The
next day, the father asked the son to bring him the salt
that he had put in the water. The salt, of course, had
dissolved, so the son was unable to fulfil his father’s
request. His dad, therefore, ordered him to sip from
the bowl and then asked how it tasted. ‘Salty’, the boy
answered. He then told his son to throw the water on
the floor. The next day the father took him back to
where the water had been thrown. The water had by
then evaporated. And the salt had reappeared. ‘Like
salt in water’, the dad concluded, ‘we may not be able
to see God directly in our world, but he is here’.

God does not always reveal himself to us in an obvious
way. Rather, like salt in water, we need to taste him
and recognise him all around us. He is in the moments
of love, beauty and joy that touch us each day, and,
whenever we experience these things, we experience

him. Once we start to recognise the divine in the midst
of our everyday lives, we will start to realise that Jesus
is walking alongside us on our journeys.We just need
to open our eyes to discover his presence around us.

This month sees the start of the penitential season of
Lent. A time for opening our eyes to God, and seeing
his presence in and around our lives. Look for God,
seek Himwhere He may be found. Take advantage of
space and stillness – use Lent to draw you closer to
God, and to learn more about yourself, and where you
find yourself on your spiritual journey.

Your Friend and Vicar
Canon Phillip

VIEWS from the Vicarage
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A TIMELYWARNING:

Recently over a thousand civic leaders in Britain
signed a manifesto on the dangers of ‘moral anarchy
throughout the country’.

The message read,
‘The British people have always responded in time of
crisis. The world faces one now. We civic leaders firmly
believe that as a nation we can, if we will, show every
continent an answer to class and race conflict and a
uniting aim for industry. This will not happen by chance
but by choice. We need men and women who will put the
nation’s interest before their own, principle before
expediency and absolute standards before popularity.
Above all we need God as the directing force at the heart
of our society and our politics, and our schools and our
factories. The root of our problem is not economic. It is a
crisis of character. If we accept the way of self interest
and expediency our children may inherit tyranny. But if
we chose and live alright they will live in freedom and
find a new role of greatness for our nation.

These sentiments are particularly relevant at this time
of industrial dispute.

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL:

A number of important items were discussed at a
recent meeting of the Council. The Vicar reported that
there was a very good response to the appeal to
members to covenant their subscriptions through the
weekly offering scheme. At present there are 37 people
who have covenanted and the amount contributed by
this means is £540. This will eventually realise just over
£930 when the income tax rebate is claimed.We
should like to thank the sub-committee who helped in
the arrangements and all those who joined the
scheme. If there are any others who would like to
knowmore about this method we should be pleased to
inform them.
Organ – The Cardiff organ building firm had made us a
very good offer of a two manual organ. It was being
disposed of from a Baptist chapel outside Newport,
which is due to be closed. The organ had been built in
1911 by Norman and Beard and was in very good
condition and well maintained. The cost of renovating
and rebuilding it would be £548. Two visits had been
made to inspect the instrument and reports were
made to the Council by Mr. Yardley, Mr. Glasson and
Mr. Fuller. All reported favourably on the condition
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and quality of the organ. It was agreed to accept the
offer providing that after further consideration there
was adequate room in the chancel.
Gift of Robes – An anonymous donor had offered to
provide robes for the lady members of the choir and a
suitable wardrobe to store them. After discussion it
was agreed to accept this generous offer provided the
ladies concerned would be prepared to wear them. The
donor was warmly thanked for this kind gift.
Play School - Consideration was also given to the
possibility of starting a play school in the Church Hall.
Three people had offered to help in the running of the
school, a teacher, a trained nurse and an assistant.
Enquiries had been made to the local authority with
which it would have to be affiliated. The Deputy
Medical Officer of Health had visited the premises and
had intimated that they were suitable and that about
30 children could be enrolled. A full discussion
followed regarding the various activities envisaged,
equipment required and financial arrangements
proposed. It was agreed in principle that such a Play
School should be started and that further discussion
should be held with the three people concerned.

***

A prayer for the pandemic
Dear Father God,

You promise to hear us when we come to you in prayer,
thank you!We so need Your listening ear at this time –
and your help, Lord.Winter always brings challenges,
but this winter is exceptional as the effects of the
pandemic continue.When we are afraid, or lonely, or
grieving, or in despair, help us to trust You and to know
that You are with us in the middle of it all, sustaining
us. You are not social-distancing, You are very, very
close, full of love and compassion.

We pray for our National Health Service and ask for
Your special strength and protection for all staff.
Thank you for the skills You have given to scientists all
over the world. Thank you for the hope which the
vaccines bring. Most of all thank You for the hope
which Jesus brings. This earthly life is a whisper in the
light of eternity and Jesus is the key to that eternal life.
Thank You, Father, for meeting all our needs in Jesus.
Amen.

By Daphne Kitching
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....a beacon of light
and hope until this
Pandemic
disappears over
the horizon....

Why not shine a light from
YOUR front window each
evening, as Mike and Sylvia
have done, until the
darkness of Covid 19 fades
into history!

David Pickup, a solicitor, considers scam emails.

Dome a favour?
I just had an email from a clergyman,
saying, “Hi” and asking me to do him “a
favor”. I replied to say yes, of course. I
then began to wonder why he had not
said what sort of favour it was, and why
he was asking me.
I decided to telephone him and find why
he had not explained. His wife answered
and said: “Is it about the fake email?” I
could tell from her tone of voice that I
was not the first caller.
This was a scam of some sort and
probably the favour was to send money.
The same day someone else in the same
parish had their accounts hacked. The
email addresses used were correct, but if
had looked carefully I would have noticed
he would not spell “favour” like that and
not say “hi”.
This all makes me quite cross, because
these scammers are playing on church

members’ kindness. A friend of mine also
got the email and was upset that
someone else was in trouble.We need to
be aware of the risks and look out for
messages of any kind which seem strange.
Criminals target churches and pretend to
send emails from people in authority such
as clergy, churchwardens or treasurers.
They prey on our credulity and charity.
What should we do?
If you get a telephone call or email you
and you are not sure if it is genuine, use
another form of communication to check.
It is a crime, so report it to the
authorities. If it is connected to a church,
tell your diocese or governing body.
The scammers must have got these
addresses from somewhere. How easy
would it be to get a list of the names and
addresses of your minister, leaders and
treasurer?
Lastly, carry on being generous and kind.
These scammers should not stop us.
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Fairtrade Fortnight:
22nd February – 7thMarch

It has been a terrible year for farmers and workers in
the global south.
In 2020, on top of the pandemic, they had to deal with
the growing impact of climate change: more droughts
and crop disease, locusts, floods, fires, and heatwaves.
No wonder their harvests were shrinking.
Yet with the help of Fairtrade, many of these
producers of food, drinks and cottons can be equipped
to meet more everyday needs, and to deal with the
challenges facing them.
So this month, why not visit www.fairtrade.org.uk and
see how you can send some support.

National NestboxWeek – time to
help your garden birds
Our birds are short of
nesting holes, and no
wonder: gardens, parks
and woodland are much
neater than they used to
be, and modern homes
offer few crannies for nest
building.
National NestboxWeek,
which is celebrated from
14th February each year,
aims to encourage us to
put up more nestboxes, and to consider planting
shrubs or trees with fruit that birds eat. These can
make all the difference to birds struggling to survive,
especially blue tits, great tits, house sparrows, robins
and starlings.
The British Trust for Ornithologiy (BTO) offers a variety
of ideas for building and placing nestboxes. Go to:
https://www.nestboxweek.com

***
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Miscellaneous observations
onmodern life

As any member of a church
committee will tell you, after all is
said and done, there’s a lot more
said than done.

I used to eat a lot of natural foods
until I learned that most people die
of natural causes.

Give a man a fish and he will eat for
a day. Teach him how to fish, and
he will sit in a boat and drink lager
all day.

If I wanted to hear the pitter-patter
of little feet, I'd put shoes on my
cat.

If you tell the truth, you don't have
to remember anything.

Good judgment comes from bad

experience, and a lot of that comes
from bad judgment.

A closed mouth gathers no foot.

‘Most cars on our roads have only
one occupant, usually the driver.’
(BBC reporter)

I really don't mind getting older,
but my body is taking it badly.

I thought getting old would take
longer.

Cleaning is just putting stuff in less
obvious places.

***
Eyesight
Amanwent to his doctor to say
that his eyesight was getting
worse. The doctor asked the man
to look out the window and to tell
himwhat he saw. "I see the sun,"
the man replied.

The doctor replied: "Just howmuch
farther do you want to see?"

Fox
I called the RSPCA today to report I
had just found a suitcase in the
woods containing a fox and four
cubs. "That's terrible," she said.
"Are they moving?”
"I'm not sure, to be honest," I
replied, "But that would explain
the suitcase."

Tribute
Aminister had agreed to step in
and take a funeral at short notice.
He said a few general words of
comfort, and then added: “As I did
not know the deceased, is there
anyone here who would like to give
a fewwords of tribute?”
There was silence for a few
moments, and then a voice from
the back observed: “His brother
was far worse.”
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If you have any news or photos you would care to share
please contact Roger Rees email: rogerrees134@gmail.com

Tel: 207916

Where can I donate?
Next session at the Parish Centre,
St Hilary’s Church, Killay
Monday 22 February
Tuesday 23 February
Thursday 22 April
11am - 1.30pm
3pm - 6.30pm
By appointment only, to book
Tel: 0800 25 22 66
www.welsh-blood.org.uk
If giving is in your blood, please help

https://www.welsh-blood.org.uk

