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A golden thread running throughout a long
life lived well, Ann’s strong faith and her
Christian witness shone like a golden
thread. Here in Swansea, over many years,
Ann contributed unstintingly to the
activity of All Souls, Tycoch. Among other
commitments, she served as member of
the Parochial Church Council for many
years and held the offices of Sidesperson,
Eucharistic Assistant and Church Warden.
With a fine alto voice, Ann sang in themain
choir and was also Conductor of the
Women’s Choir.

As an undergraduate, Ann had been a member of the University Chapel choir at St
Andrews; that gave her the right to be married in the Chapel. Some years later, she
exercised this privilege, having agreed to marry a man who, as it happens, can’t tell a
sharp from a flat! Later, as a member of the Swansea Philharmonic Choir, Ann used to say
that such people are actually indispensable – a choir needs an audience at its concerts.

Ann was much involved in voluntary service for the local community. After retirement,
she served as a Governor at Olchfa Comprehensive School. Earlier she had been a
committee member and then Chairperson of the support group for the local house of the
Richmond fellowship in Mental Health. Her most important contribution, though, was
her work as Committee Member and later Chairman of the Association for theWelfare of
Children in Hospital. A civilised pressure group, its main objective was to ensure that
parents could have adequate access to their hospitalised children. In the fullness of time,
the psychological basis of its work became the accepted wisdom among hospital
personnel and the Committee could disband, saying job done.

In middle age, Ann became Dr Ann. She began her university teaching career as a part-
timer on the lowest twig of the academic tree; with immense enthusiasm and drive, she
finished at the top. Before retirement she held the post of Head of the Centre for Applied
Language Studies at Swansea University. Ann gained wide recognition for her research
work in the field of dyslexia and she established the University’s Dyslexia support system.
Her doctoral thesis, a ground-breaking contribution in its field, concerned the special
difficulties in learning English that are encountered by Arabic-speaking students.

As a tutor and lecturer, Ann had a natural gift for relating easily and well to foreign and
British students alike. I know that, in turn, they regarded her with esteem and affection.
The same can be said of Ann’s departmental colleagues, to judge from the many warm
comments in the cards she received on retirement. One message reads: ‘Great boss, Ann
- don’t leave us!’ Howmany Heads of Department would get a farewell like that?

Our youngsters, David, Judith and Katy, all have children and Ann took delight In her role
as Grandmother. Shortly before her death, she could reflect with pleasure that she had
just become a Great-grandmother.


