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Come with me on a day out

July and August are times to enjoy a
break away, as we can’t travel abroad
(largely), I want to give you some
information for a day out, on the
boundary of our Diocese and the
Diocese of Monmouth. The Valley of
Ewyas follows the R. Honddu from just
above Aberegavenny to Hay-on-Wye in
the north. Within this valley, there are
several rather ancient and very
interesting churches. Take the A465
north of Abergavenny, turn off at
Llanfihangel Crucorney – turn left at
the Skirrid Mountain Inn (a pub full of
history, which does quite acceptable
pub grub too!).

As you begin driving north up the
valley, you will need to turn right to
the tiny village of Cwmyoy, where you
will see up on the hillside, St.Martin’s
Cwmyoy. The church has suffered from
subsidence over the centuries, nothing

is straight and true. The church is
difficult to date but the North-West
window in the nave is the oldest
feature, from the 12th century. The
initial landslips must have occurred
soon after the original construction as
the medieval fabric of the church
shows evidence of repairs and
rebuilding in attempts to address the
instability of the site. The tower is
medieval but cannot be dated with
certainty. A Victorian restoration by J.
James Spencer in 1887 added
buttresses to the nave and chancel and
flying buttresses to the tower. These

efforts sought to stabilise the church
rather than to "set (it) straight".
Further renovations took place in 1991.
St Martin's is known as "the crooked
church" due to the extreme nature of
its non-alignment and has been called
"the most crooked in Britain". The
church is an active church in the parish
of Llanvihangel Crucorney with
Oldcastle and Cwmyoy and Llanthony.

On the opposite side of the valley, you
will find St.Issui’s church in Patricio.
Issui was an early Welsh saint who
lived by the well next to the site of the
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church. Following his murder, the well
became a place of pilgrimage and the
church was founded with the offerings
of pilgrims in 1060. Gerald of Wales is
reputed to have preached at the
church in 1188 while on his tour of
Wales.You will find this delightful
church, high up on the steep sided
valley, in the village of Patrishow. The
church comprises a nave, chancel and
porch with a separate shrine-chapel to
the West. The style throughout is
Gothic. The wall to the right of the
porch has a rare stone bench facing
the preaching cross in the churchyard.

The rood screen is the highlight of the
interior. It dates from 1500 and was
sensitively restored. It stretches the
entire nave, and has a frieze of dragons
or wyverns expectorating vines. In
addition to the rood screen, the church
has a significant collection of wall
paintings. They comprise four groups:
a Stuart Coat of Arms which the Royal

Commission on
the Ancient and
Historical
Monuments of
Wales considers
are those of
James I; two
groups of
Biblical texts,
including the
Lord's Prayer,

the Decalogue and the Apostles'
Creed; and a "Doom Figure" of Death
as a skeleton with an hourglass in his
left hand and a knife in his right, which
dates from the 17th century.

Nowwe journey north up the valley
floor, towards Llanthony Priory, which
you will find on your right approx. a
couple of miles ahead. Llanthony
Priory is a partly ruined former
Augustinian priory in the secluded Vale
of Ewyas. The priory is a Grade I listed
building. Within the precincts of the
Priory are three other buildings with
Grade I listed status: the Abbey Hotel;
St David's Church, and Court Farm
Barn.

The priory dates back to around the
year 1100, when Norman nobleman
Walter de Lacy reputedly came upon a
ruined chapel of St. David in this
location, and was inspired to devote
himself to solitary prayer and study.
He was joined by Ersinius, a former
Chaplain to Queen Matilda, the wife of
King Henry I, and then a band of
followers. A church was built on the
site, dedicated to St John the Baptist,
and consecrated in 1108. By 1118, a

Page 3



group of around 40 monks from
England founded there a priory of
Canons Regular, the first in Wales.

In 1135, after persistent attacks from
the local Welsh population, the monks
retreated to Gloucester where they
founded a secondary cell, Llanthony
Secunda. However, around 1186
another member of the de Lacy family,
Hugh, the fifth baron, endowed the
estate with funds from his Irish estates
to rebuild the priory church, and this
work was completed by 1217.

The Priory became one of the great
medieval buildings in Wales, in a

mixture of Norman and Gothic
architectural styles. Renewed building
took place around 1325, with a new
gatehouse. On Palm Sunday, April 4,
1327, the deposed Edward II stayed at
the Priory on his way from Kenilworth
Castle to Berkeley Castle, where he is
alleged to have been murdered.

Following Owain Glyndŵr's rebellion
in the early 15th century, the Priory
seems to have been barely functioning.
In 1481 it was formally merged with its
daughter cell in Gloucester, and after
1538 both houses were suppressed by
Henry VIII's Dissolution of the
Monasteries.

The buildings at Llanthony gradually
decayed after the Dissolution to a ruin,
although in the early 18th century the
medieval infirmary was converted to
the Church of St David.

In 1869, Joseph Leycester Lyne (known
as Father Ignatius) founded an
Anglican monastic institution in
nearby Capel-y-ffin which he named
Llanthony Abbey. It survived until
1908, and its buildings were later the
home of artist Eric Gill.

If you are heading north, towards Hay-
on-Wye, passing around Hay Bluff, you
will see the tiny church of Capel-y-ffin
on your left.

Enjoy your day out!

Your Friend and Vicar,
Canon Phillip
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Altar Servers:

Michael Trew, Wimmerfield Avenue and Andrew
Nicholas, Broadmead, have been added to the list of
servers. We should also like to thank Gareth Fursland
for his services in this capacity. He has asked that he
should be taken off the list of severs.

New Organ:

During the last few days the new Pipe Organ has been
delivered by the Cardiff Organ Building Company. At
the moment of writing these notes it’s very numerous
parts are stored in the vestry. It is hoped that the work
of assembling it will begin within the next few days.
We look forward eagerly to hearing it being played. In
the meanwhile we are doing our best with the little
harmonium which we were fortunate to borrow from
the Parish of Townhill. It is hoped that the new organ
will be opened officially in due course. These
arrangements will be discussed at a meeting of the
Parochial Church Council which will take place on
Monday, 5th July.

Youth Club Service:

A service arranged and conducted by members of the
Youth Club was held in Church on Friday, 18th June. The
service was introduced and the opening prayers were
conducted by the Rev. Michael Walters. Modern 20th

century hymns were accompanied by the Guitar Group
made up of members of the Club and readings from
Michelle Quist’s Prayers were given by Fiona Rea,
Marilyn Bragg, Gareth Nutt, Bob Merriman and Janet
Prothero.

FROM THE REGISTERS:

Holy Baptism:

6th June – Andrew William
Tonkin, 30 Cyncoed Close,
Dunvant; Kevin John McAttee,
101 Ashgrove, Killay.

8th June – Elizabeth Mary Gloria Olsen, 36 Fairwood
Road, Dunvant; Doris Julie Sarah and William Stephen
Albert Sutton, 36 Voylart Road, Dunvant; Sandra
Halfpenny, 30 Voylart Road, Dunvant.

27th June – Lucinda Michelle Curry, 30 Hendrefoilan

Extracts from Killay Parish Magazine - 50 Years Ago, July 1971
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Drive; Nigel Jeremy Thomas, 12 Broadleas Park,
Devizes; Kathryn Ann Jones, 6 St.David’s Drive;
Matthew John Clement, 23 Ashgrove; Michael James
Fuller, 6 Heol Glasnant, Killay; Sharon Marie Best, 112
Woodcote, Killay.

Holy Matrimony:

4th June – Paul Brian Davies, 29 Heatherslade Road,
Pennard and Christine Molly Pearce, 679 Gower Road.

5th June – John Lyn Samuel, 29 New Road, Cwmllynfell
and Susan Elizabeth Carter, 277 Dunvant Road.

12th June – Kenneth Clive Jones, 140 Derlwyn and
Elizabeth Jesica Gwenllian Trew, 143 Dunvant Road.

19th June – Peter Willoughby Martin, 3 Cameron Road,
Bromley and Rosamund Celia Knight, 68 Penyfro,
Dunvant.

Burials:

5th June – Mrs. Edwards, 4 Wimmerfield Avenue.

11th June – Ivor John Howell, 461 Gower Road.

30th June – Frances Dennis James, 93 Wimmerfield
Avenue.

***

Coffee Evening and Bring and Buy:

A successful Coffee Evening and Bring and Buy was
held on 15th June, the proceeds from which were given
to the buying of the small but numerous incidental
requirements of the Play School which will begin in
September. The Church is being responsible for the
providing of the major part of the equipment such as
tables, chairs and other furniture. The sum of £46.30
was collected from the evening’s proceedings made up
as follows: Receipts from door and ticket money,
£9.70; proceeds from stalls, £13.23; guessing
competition, £2.36; raffles, £25. Donation £1. Total
receipts £51.30. Expenses £5. Balance £46.30. Our
thanks are due to Mrs. Mary Bawden, Mrs. Ponsford
and Mrs. Edmonds for making all the arrangements
and to the numerous kind people who assisted them.
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Please take my money
Have you ever tried to use cash in a
shop, and been
refused? That
happened to
more than a
third of us last
year.

But now, in
response to
widespread protest, supermarkets
and high street shops have
promised that they will continue to
accept cash. Aldi, Asda, Co-op,
John Lewis, Lloyds Pharmacy and
Waitrose have all joined a pledge
organised by the consumer group
Which? to protect customers’
choice.

Which? is now asking the
government to set out when it will
introduce laws protecting access to
cash, which the Treasury promised
in March 2020. A treasury
spokesman said: “We remain
committed to further legislation to
protect cash.”

What happens when
you look at your
smartphone
Looking at your smartphone, or
touching it, makes other people
want to do the same to their
smartphones.

A recent study at the university of
Pisa calls it ‘human mimicry’, when
people unintentionally change
their physical behaviour to match
those of people nearby.

The study found it happened to
people in social settings that
included work, restaurants,
cinemas, gyms, waiting rooms,
social parties, social meals, public
parks and family environments.

Try it yourself,
and see what
happens to
people near you
a few minutes
later….

Following
A young mother writes:

It is always busy in our home, as we
have four young children running
about. But one particular Sunday
afternoon James, my four-year-old
kept following me about very
closely.

He was on my heels every time I
turned around, and after nearly
falling over him several times, I lost
patience. ‘Whatever is the matter
with you?’ I demanded. ‘Why don’t
you go play?’

He looked up at me and said: ‘This
morning at church the teacher told
us that we should walk in Jesus’
footsteps. But I can’t see Him, so I
am walking in yours instead.’ I
gathered up my young son and felt
tears in my eyes.

I thanked God for this lesson I will
never forget – about the value of
being a living example to our young
ones.”



Tony Horsfall considers the challenge
of change

Time for a change
I have had my walking boots for a
few years now, and they have been
faithful companions. We have
walked many miles together during
that time, on my daily walks as well
as on holiday. They are partly
responsible for my physical
recovery after Covid-19, so they
have a place in my heart. They fit
me very well, and we have adjusted
to one another. But they are very
thin now on the soles and heels,
and it is reluctantly time for a
change.

So, one recent Saturday I bought a
new pair. They are clean and smart,
and fully waterproof. The soles are
strong and new. There are no signs

of wear and tear. But I know that
change is never easy. They will take
some time to wear in. They may rub
and I may get a blister or two.
Occasionally I will long for my old
boots, and wonder, ‘Did I make a
mistake?’ Hopefully, they will
become as much a part of me as
my old ones as we tread the miles
together. But there is always a risk
with something new, Isn't there?

Change is never easy in whatever
form it comes. But change is
inevitable because life does not
stand still, and we have to keep
adjusting and adapting and being
open to fresh winds of the Spirit.
Never more so than in these
present, troublesome days.

Strangely enough as I have been
meditating on this, my reading this
morning (Isaiah 9) contained a
reference to ‘Every warrior’s boot

used in battle … will be destined for
burning (v5).’ Oh dear. I’m sure like
me, warriors were fond of their
boots too and found it hard to part
with them.
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If you have any news or photos you would care to share
please contact Roger Rees email: rogerrees134@gmail.com

Tel: 207916

Where can I donate?
Next sessions at the Parish Centre,
St Hilary’s Church, Killay
Friday 9 July
Friday 16 July
11am - 1.30pm
3pm - 6.30pm
By appointment only, to book
Tel: 0800 25 22 66
www.welsh-blood.org.uk
If giving is in your blood, please help

https://www.welsh-blood.org.uk
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