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V I E W S  F R O M  T H E  V I C A R A G E

Who would you choose to be locked in 
a church with? 
At the end of a week, the Church Times drops through the 
Vicarage letterbox. I must confess this ‘trade journal’ is rarely 
inspirational. But the first thing I do, is turn to the back page. 
For on the last page there is an interview, the interviewer always 
ends with the same question, ‘Who would you choose to be 
locked in a church with?’. Granted, not a great thought being 
locked in anywhere, but some of the answers to this interesting 
question intrigue me. Here are but a few, in order to give you an 
essence of what I am talking about. 
Robin Ferris says, ‘I’d choose to be locked in a church with 
Paul, whose teaching greatly influenced my faith. I especially 
love reading his letters. There are so many leadership lessons 
to learn from him. We’ve all been in lockdown this year, but 
Paul faced so many huge challenges, including being 
imprisoned, and he kept going’. 
Christopher Graham, a Reader candidate says, ‘Lock me in 
Canterbury Cathedral, if I could be joined by Thomas Becket, 
I’d love to discuss church-state relations, telling truth to power, 
and what really happened to his remains after the destruction of 
the shrine’. 
Robert Holmstedt – ‘I’d choose to be locked in a church with 
my wife (a number say this, or my mother, my sister etc). She’s 
more disciplined in prayer than I am. I suspect as long as I’m 
with her, there’s a better chance God will listen to me, too’. 

Andy Smith, co-founder of 
Regenerate says, ‘I’d want to 
be with St.Bono of U2. I’ve 
always been inspired by his 
music and his songs and his 
performances. I’d love to have 
a chat with him’. 
It’s a question that tells you as 
much about the person they 
choose, as it does about the 
person being interviewed. 
Firstly, I must say, I am not too 
t h r i l l e d b e i n g l o c k e d i n 
anywhere, with anyone. But if I 
could choose to spend time 
with someone, freely, that would be different. 
No, I’m not going to answer the question myself, but I would 
want to leave it open-ended. I hand the question over to you, 
as we come towards the end of this difficult year, learning new 
and different ways to live our lives, exercise our faith, take care 
of our mental health. 
So – give it some thought, talk about it with your spouse, your 
family, your friends, have a Zoom meeting (maybe not!). So who 
would YOU like to be locked in a church with? 
Stay safe! 
Your Friend and Vicar 
Canon Phillip
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50 Years ago 
November 1970 

Parochial Church Council: 

A meeting of the Council was held on Tuesday, 13th October, 
when the following matters were discussed. A letter had been 
received from the City Council informing us that the lease on 
the new Church Hall had now been extended from 14 years 
to 99 years. Six enquiries had been sent out asking for 
tenders for the internal decoration of St.Hilary’s. However, 
only two firms had submitted estimates and so it was agreed 
that additional quotations should be obtained before making 
a decision on the matter. 

It was reported that the sale of the lease of the Old 
Schoolroom had now been completed and that Mr. Aubrey 
Williams had purchased this. A net amount of £245 had been 
obtained for this and that the money should be used to pay 
off the debt on the new Church Hall. 

Negotiations for the sale of the old Parish Hall were 
proceeding satisfactorily and that an agreement had been 
signed by the trustees of the hall for it’s sale. The matter was 
now in the hands of the solicitors acting for both parties. 

A request was made by the Vicar that the original altar used 
in St.Hilary’s which had been in store for a number of years 
be re-erected in St.Martin’s, Dunvant, together with the 
credence table which matches this. This was unanimously 

agreed. The Vicar reported that he had received two kind 
offers – the one of an oak table to be used at the back of the 
church from ex-Inspector Tucker, of Bishopston, and of a 
lovely white burse and veil from Miss Tucker. Members of the 
Council expressed their gratitude for these gifts. 

It was announced that the British Council of Churches was 
holding it’s half-yearly meeting in Swansea under the 
Chairmanship of the Archbishop of Canterbury and that a 
public meeting would be held in the Brangwyn Hall on 
Tuesday 27th October. It was hoped that representatives 
from the parish would be able to attend this meeting. 

Re-decoration of St.Martin’s: 

It has been agreed that the interior of St.Martin’s be re-
decorated. Tenders had been invited and the work would be 
carried out by Mr. Tozer, of Dunvant. It is anticipated that the 
work will be started in the very near future and that it will be 
completed before Advent Sunday. In addition it has also been 
decided to put new kneelers in the church. 

The late Mrs. Lois Austin: 

It was with deep regret that we learnt of the death of Mrs. 
Lois Austin, Goetre Fach Road. She was a loyal and devoted 
member of the choir and of the Mothers Union at St.Hilary. 
She will be greatly missed and always remembered for her 
cheerfulness and hard work in the social life of the parish. We 
extend to her family our deepest sympathy.
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Marian Williams, new Vicar's Warden.

Outgoing Vicar's Warden, Mike Powell presents 
incoming Warden , Marian Williams, with the staff.

Outgoing People's Warden and Deputy Warden, 
Jeremy Harris and Catherine Swain



GIVE US STRENGTH

Lord Jesus Christ,  
you taught us to love our neighbour,  
and to care for those in need  
as if we were caring for you.  
In this time of anxiety, give us strength  
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,  
and to assure the isolated  
of our love, and your love,  
for your name’s sake.  
Amen.
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For many years, both Killay congregations have supported the 
Homeless Shelter in Paxton Street with non-perishable food and 
household goods. They have always been so grateful for your donations 
and they need your help now more than ever. The usual blue collection 
box is at the back of the church and also another box is in the church 
hall. Tins and packets of food would be gratefully received.

Mothers’ Union News 
Phyllis Davies, a MU member since 1950, 100 years old on Dec.1st. 

Phyllis Davies, a MU member of St. Hilary’s Branch, Swansea since the 1980’s but a member of 
the Mothers’Union since 1950 when we think she joined the Mumbles Branch. 

She was born Phyllis Harry in a small Gower village, Llethrid. Her father was a farmer and 
herbalist. She attended her local church and played the organ as a child in Kittle, another Gower 
village. Her husband, Gwynne became a churchgoer after meeting her mother and marrying her in 
1946 in St. James’ church in Swansea. 

They attended St. Gabriel’s before the war and indeed attended St. Hilary’s and St.Gabriel’s until 
recently. Her husband was ordained in 1968 and served in St. Mary’s before going to mid-Wales. 
He was a priest in Ynysmeudy, Painscastle with Iosgoch plus 2 others. 

Phyllis joined MU and W.I. in Mumbles, in 1950 as far as can be ascertained. Certainly had 50 
years certificate about 6 years ago. During her membership she had been Enrolling Member 
(Branch Leader) at a number of Branches and, when with our Branch, had no hesitation in 
correcting any officer on procedure etc.! 

A very well spoken lady with a lovely singing voice (member of the Gower Chorale), interesting 
conversationist and active until forced to move into a Nursing Home where she has settled well.



Dear Mike, 

It was lovely to hear you thinking of 
people in Martinhoe. I would like to 
copy your message on to the 
Martinhoe web page so parishioners 
there know you are you thinking of 
them. Are you happy for me to do this? 
Samantha agrees. I found your web 
page for Killay parish so planned to put 
a link to that as well. 

On a different subject, my wife was 
Welsh, her family came from Merthyr 
Tydfil so I know some of Wales. I was interested when I saw St Hilary 
because I know of the St Hilary TV station near Cowbridge but you are a 
different St Hilary. I have been to Swansea once, before we got married, we 
found a jeweller in Swansea selling wedding rings made from Welsh gold. Of 
course in fine weather we can see the Gower peninsula from the coast here. 

Best wishes 
Mervyn Mugford,  editor of St Martin’s on achurchnearyou.com
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Greetings to our fellow pilgrims...across the sea! 

Hi both, 

Yes there is no problem in forwarding our Christian greetings to all your local 
congregation. I have attached a short film on our local area (please see link above). 
Our two villages...Dunvant/ Killay ( really suburbs of Swansea ), lie at the entrance 
way to the Gower peninsula.....Britains first area designated for outstanding 
beauty.  We are two churches: St Hilary, the mother Church and St Martin, the 
daughter church...a small ( holds 45) yet intimate place of worship. Our Vicar is 
Canon Phillip Gwynn and I am the Vicar's Warden and a member of the The Lay 
worship team. 

As I said previously I was searching for the Archbishop's Mother's Day service on 
line and lo and behold the Church of England site appeared in stead of the Church 
in Wales. It told me that  the Church nearest to me was 29 miles due south at 
Martinhoe...as the crow flies.....it forgot to tell me about the Bristol Channel 
between us!! 

I shall let our folk at St Martin know all about you in due course, once this 
wretched coronavirus pandemic is over. I also came across a live web 
camera....camsure....which shows live pictures of ilfracombe, it's beautiful harbour 
and a certain Verity statue.....what a site to behold. 

I also have fond memories of travelling as a boy to ilfracombe from Mumbles on 
the famous white funnel fleet.....it was a summer treat in the 50's/60's....when life 
was much simpler and money was very hard to come by! I'd better end now 
before I get to nostalgic ....and tissues are quite scarce !! 

So here's to our new found friendship across the sea! 

Stay safe and healthy....and stay in....until this dark cloud passes over the 
horizon.....God bless..... 

With best wishes to you all 
Mike Powell 
Parish Vicar's Warden; St Hilary / St Martin, Killay / Dunvant,  Swansea,  Wales

I have been exchanging emails between Mervyn Mugford and Rev Samantha Stayte of St 
Martins Martinhoe North Devon, from across the channel. I found them quite by chance 
whilst scrolling on the internet - Mike Powell

Martinhoe

To Rev Samantha 

Greetings from all at St Martin/St Hilary,✝  Gower, Swansea....29 
Miles due north of you across Bristol Channel. I tapped in..." a 
church near you" to find the Church of England website telling me 
of your existence......only 29 miles as the crow flies....but 
realistically around 140 miles by road! I eventually found your 
archbishops Mothering Sunday streamed service.....how lovely 
that was in this dreadful time. So we send greetings to all your 
congregation from your friends in the church in Wales. God bless. 

Mike Powell  
A member of the Lay Worship Team

“ “

“

The Gower Peninsula 

https://youtu.be/S8IokLMQgDw
http://achurchnearyou.com/
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Following a service on a Sunday morning in February BC (before Covid) Canon Phil noted 
that there were raindrops falling on his head when conducting the Communion service 
behind the altar. 

Earlier that month we had experienced heavy rain and very high winds. Peter Nicholas roofer 
was called in and did the necessary repairs. 

Next came Paul Hartnoll to paint the ceiling and clean the brickwork around the beautiful 
stained glass window.  We then had a wonderful few weeks of sunny and dry weather and a 
member of the fabric committee made repairs to the lead flashing above the vestry roof 
which had caused rain water to enter the vestry, and who also noted hairline cracks in the 
masonry which were filled in and covered with three coats of masonry paint. 

The mastic sealant around the perspex cover on the outside of the stained glass window 
was also renewed.  This done, a fresh coat of paint in the Vestry was applied so we patiently 
await a date to reopen St Martin's church; not only is it watertight, it could be air tight.

St Martin's news
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Redundant Church 
Warden....looking for work....

...freshly despatched..........experienced damp 
a n d w a t e r l e a k b u i l d i n g 
specialist..............Parsonage seller and estate 
agent apprentice; carpark marking adviser to 
Banksy ......Fete and Gala negotiator and one 
time coercer.......once re-christened as DAI-
FIBRILLATOR for initiating collection for 
same!......recent tunnel escapee from the 
PARISH CENTRE MANAGEMENT GROUP; 
and onetime keeper of the heavy church 
keys.........(and I still don't know what half of 
them are for! ) ..was last seen wandering down 
the church slope.........singing..."please release 
me...let me go!"....(only joking Vicar...honest!) 

Mike... 

.............recently past the sell-by date....but 
only just....
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What’s in a bag? 
In an Ely hospital, deceased persons’ belongings were returned to relatives in plastic carrier bags.  MU members 
began to make & provide cloth ‘Bags for the Bereaved’ and for babies ‘Bags of Blessing’ including an inside pocket 
for personal jewellery or a lock of the child’s hair.  Staff much preferred & appreciated using these.


During the ‘Beast from the East’ severe weather MU members gave bags of essentials to consultants who were stuck 
overnight in the hospital and who responded with beautifully written letters of thanks.

All Ireland members noted that prisoners only had a black bin-liner in which to carry their belongings when they were 
released – often to wait at a nearby bus stop.  MU members sought donations of trolley-bags in good condition, sourced 
cheap bags & raised money to buy them.  

Worse, those released from the Northumberland prison near Acklington, were given transparent bags, stamped HMP.  MU 
members began to provide ‘Fresh Start Back-Packs’ in a 
variety of colours & designs so it was not obvious that they 
were prison issue.  The packs contained sweets, chewing 
gum, bus time-tables & key telephone numbers which might 
help ex-prisoners find accommodation.

There was appreciative feed-back from support workers and 
some thank you letters from ex-prisoners for this 
consideration for their dignity and self-esteem.

MU members in another diocese are supplying Street 
Pastors with ‘Bags of Self-Reliance’ for newly made 
homeless people.

Due to the pandemic the men in Forest Bank Prison, 
Salford, have lacked optical care.  Manchester MU 
members donated off-the-shelf spectacles to enable 
prisoners to read during the 23 hours each day that they are 
confined to their cells.  One prisoner responded with this 
poem: 
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The recounting of these ‘significant stories’ was the culmination of training sessions about how 
MU members might, wherever we are:


• identify our strengths

• identify differences we want to make

• gauge that change has happened 

• ‘capture’ partakers’ voices

• tell the stories of significant changes achieved. 


This training is not just a response to the pandemic but is in part a result of the required update 
of MU’s constitution which took place in 2018.  The training seeks to help members demonstrate 
our faith in action by working towards stopping poverty, inequality and injustice.


This manifests itself in very different ways, for example Faith in Families, but all designed to 
support family life in many contexts.  See the 5 minute long MU YouTube video of work in Wales 
& worldwide https://youtu.be/jUtxYrFGMRI


At the heart of what we do is prayer and our members come together every day at midday to 
focus prayers for their communities, fellow members and for those in need. We believe that the 
power of prayer is transformational and supports our work around the world.


Llwynderw M.U. Parish Branch joint leader Elaine Griffiths.


Macmillan  Coffee Morning 

Eric Thomas would like to 
thank all those in St. Hilary’s 
and St. Martin’s who 
supported his Virtual Coffee 
Morning this year with special 
thanks to Pam Davies who 
assisted him in publicising the 
event.


Thanks to your generosity, a 
grand total of £310.00 has 
been raised for this worthy 
cause.

https://youtu.be/jUtxYrFGMRI
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Church online 
Among the number of new concepts 
introduced to us by the coronavirus pandemic 
is the idea of ‘church online’, both among the 
Christian population and those less familiar 

with ‘church.’ Many ministers have commented that, while they may 
initially have struggled, the new format has worked, and has drawn 
in people who would not normally go to church; theirs or anyone 
else’s. 
One Church of England Diocese carried out a survey across its 
many benefices, receiving some 180 replies to its questions. Five-
sixths, 84%, had made some kind of online provision for its work, 
with three-quarters, 76%, providing worship services. Over half did 
such more than once a week! 
In total, the online church respondents had almost 1,300 
participants on a Sunday, but these were augmented by a 
further  almost 800 who tuned in subsequently.  Normally, if you 
aren’t at a church service, you’ve missed it. Not now! To have so 
many who followed the service subsequently, an increase of over 
three-fifths, 62%, of the original Sunday watchers, must say 
something about the usefulness of this format, popularity, and the 
convenience of being able to worship at an alternative time. 
Do online services ‘work’?   For many, the overall answer is 
positive.  “Although online services have (a number) of limitations, 
people can meet with God. Two people have come to faith through 
online services,” wrote one minister.  It enables the church to re-
connect with those who have moved away, and not found another 

church to attend.  “It’s easier for people to come than to walk 
through a church door,” said another.  
“We have overcome being a physically dispersed rural church. We 
are now a church built on a praying community across 30 different 
people praying together morning and evening,” was the testimony 
of another. Housebound people, providing they have the necessary 
facilities and technological ‘know-how,’ can also participate. 
Is it worth all the bother?  Evidently so, as over half, 55%, of the 
churches aim to continue online services once lockdown is 
over. Only 7% said they wouldn’t, with the remaining 38% uncertain. 
Two-fifths of the churches, 41%, found that their numbers watching 
the service had increased over the weeks of lockdown, but this was 
offset by the 45% who found their numbers decreased.  The 
remaining 14% said they had stayed the same. 
Overall, have online services been beneficial? In the technical sense, 
yes, as “we are more capable than we thought at first,” said one 
respondent, but spoke for many. So new technical skills have been 
learned. “Planning online is very different – it needs to be engaging 
and concise,” said one person, so teaching skills presumably need 
to be sharpened also. 
Faith-wise, as mentioned above, some have come to faith. Some 
have ‘come back’ to church.  Many have watched for the first 
time.  Some have watched services from other churches.  Others, 
though, will have been put off by the format. “Online services are no 
substitute for a church service,” wrote one leader, and another said, 
“There is opportunity to reach wider, but more difficult to go deeper.”	
Dr Peter Brierley
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Roger Rees 
email:  rogerrees134@gmail.com

If you have any ‘Musings’ you would care to share why not send them in …

Where can I donate? 

Next session at the Parish Centre, 
St Hilary’s Church, Killay 

• Wednesday 18 & Friday 20 November 
• Thursday 31 December 

10am - 12.30pm 
2pm - 4.20pm 

By appointment only, to book 

  0800 25 22 66 
www.welsh-blood.org.uk 

If giving is in your blood, please help

mailto:rogerrees134@gmail.com
http://www.welsh-blood.org.uk

