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Remember, you are not alone!

GIVE US STRENGTH

Lord Jesus Christ,  
you taught us to love our neighbour,  
and to care for those in need  
as if we were caring for you.  
In this time of anxiety, give us strength  
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,  
and to assure the isolated  
of our love, and your love,  
for your name’s sake.  
Amen.
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V I E W S  F R O M  T H E  V I C A R A G E

Bear one another’s burdens 
“Save the NHS” was the slogan 
c h o s e n b y t h e B r i t i s h 
g o v e r n m e n t w h e n t h e 
coronavirus began to spread.  
M e a n t t o e v o k e p u b l i c 
compassion, and compliance 
with emergency regulations, it 

sounded as though the NHS was an endangered species.  In 
fact it was the public themselves whose lives were in 
jeopardy; the National Health Service existed solely for their 
benefit.  The slogan did manage to stir gratitude for a service 
which had been taken for granted, as well as appreciation of 
its 1.5+ million staff, many of whom were now putting their 
own lives at greater risk. 

The idea for a countrywide medical service came from the 
Beveridge Report, instigated by the coalition government 
during World War II.   “Medical treatment covering all 
requirements will be provided for all citizens by a national 
health service”, is how it was defined, though it had to wait 
until 1948 for its implementation to begin. 

It was part of a programme for reconstruction, aiming to 
eliminate Want, Disease, Ignorance, Squalor and Idleness.  
Sir William Beveridge, who gave his name to the report, was 
close friends with two other social reformers: R H Tawney, 
and William Temple, who was to become Archbishop of 
Canterbury.   Today’s Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, 
wrote this about the tr io: “Drawing on Christ ian 
understandings of justice, generosity and human dignity, they 

described the kind of country that they felt reflected God’s 
values better.” 

St Paul couldn’t have thought he was providing a slogan for a 
welfare state when he wrote, “Bear one another’s burdens 
and so fulfil the law of Christ”, but that is a neat summary of 
the way the National Health Service works.   We all pay in 
when we can and we all benefit when we need. 

One estimate of the cost of the NHS today is £158.4 billion, 
which in real terms is 10 times as much as in 1950. In the 
meantime, it’s no longer completely free for all.   Prescription 
charges (in England) and dental fees have been introduced 
for certain procedures.   The development of ever-more 
sophisticated life-saving drugs and medical procedures will 
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inevitably mean higher costs – and a heightened moral 
dilemma.   Must there be further limits to the provision of 
“medical treatment covering all requirements”? 

The colossal task of rebuilding a shattered economy in the 
years to come may compel the British people to choose 
between what is essential and what is optional.   The 
Christian principle now sounds particularly demanding: 
“Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ”. 

Stay safe – stay well 

Your Friend and Vicar 

Canon Phillip 

Caring and thoughtful 

Carole Pickard, Branch Leader of Mothers’ Union and Gwynneth Prestwood, Leader of Ladies 
Guild have been doing their best to contact and chat to their members. 

Carole phones all 27members every week and Gwynneth, having more members rings ones on 
their own or those she knows have problems. 

Well done I think to both of them, showing that the Church is not just a building but a caring and 
thoughtful group of people.
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a blast from the past…. 
Date.....80's...early 90's.? Pictures from stage shows 
at Parish Centre. Group photo is Church cricket team 
at Berthllwyd Penclawdd. 

Try naming as many people as you can?!
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The reasons for going to church 
  
Strange times we are living through. The future consequences of coronavirus are going to be 
challenging, to say the least. How will our churches fare when our buildings are allowed to re-open? 
  
One could say that the reasons for churchgoing can be put into three slots, ‘Culture’, ‘Faith’ and 
‘Community’. Many churchgoers would probably recognise in themselves elements of more than 
one. 
 

Culture is for those who feel comfortable in church. They like the history, the language, the 
buildings, the liturgy and the music, which have probably been a part of their lives since they were 
children. All hold comforting memories.   
 

Faith is a link with the meaning of life and its eternal promise, somewhere to seek guidance through 
worship and sacrament, and on which to lean in times of trouble. A belief in the words of Jesus that 
they are not on their own, even if sometimes it feels like it in this world.  
  
Community is for those who like coming to church or being associated with it as a flying buttress (a 
phrase of Winston Churchill, who described himself as someone who supports the church from the 
outside). They don't have to have a commitment to the faith of the Church but are sympathetic and 
don't mind being with those who do.

  
It is likely that the ‘old normality’ will not be the ‘new normality’ and this provokes a few thoughts: 
  
* How many people, now out of the habit of regular community worship, will wish to return to it?  
* How many people on the periphery of church life, will come back to it, at least in the short term?  
* How many of those who have had a regular commitment to the church, for example by serving at 
the altar or in its refectories, singing in choirs, doing flowers, ringing bells and polishing brasses will 
feel that this is a good time to make a break and do something different?   
  
As church people, we must consider where we go from here. The Church, everywhere in the infected 
world, will need to know our answer to its call. To thrive, it needs us back.

Does the fruit you buy look 
a bit wonky? 

That’s because growers have 
faced a labour shortfall, 
w h e n m a n y s e a s o n a l 
workers from eastern Europe 
were unable to reach the UK 
due to the pandemic. So 
instead, there has been a 
British recruitment drive, 
target ing inexper ienced 
furloughed workers.


As Martin Lines, of the 
Nature Friendly Farming 
N e t w o r k s a y s : “ F r e s h 
produce may not be as 
evenly cut as usual, given 
that people are learning on 
the job.”
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Killay Parish Magazine 50 years ago – July 1970 
YOUNG WIVES 

A most interesting talk was given to the Young Wive’s Group on 10th June by Mr. A. D. Morgan, one of the members of our 
Parochial Church Council, on the recent visit of the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh on 12th May last to Port Talbot. Mr. 
Morgan, the former Manager of Swansea Docks, was responsible for making all the arrangements for the visit. It was fascinating 
to hear of all the numerous and varied details that were involved in preparing for the visit and to see some of the photographs 
taken of the event itself. 

The Young Wives held their annual general meeting on 3rd June. The leader gave a resume of the year’s work and remarked that 
there had been a steady increase in the number of members and that during the year the programme had been varied and 
interesting. Thanks were expressed to all the officers and committee members. The following were then elected to serve for the 
next session: secretary, Mrs. Shapton; assistant secretary, Mrs. Daphne Evans; treasurer, Mrs. Maureen Thomas; new committee 
members, Mrs. Marion Lewis, Mrs. Val Griffiths, Mrs. Beryl Bevan. During the year a number of money raising events had been 
organised for the Church Hall Funds in addition it was decided to hand over the sum of £50 towards the reducing of the debt. The 
Vicar expressed his grateful thanks to the Young Wives for their continued generosity. 

COVENANTED SUBSCRIPTIONS 

As stated in the last edition  of the magazine the Council discussed the implications of the tax changes made in the last Budget 
with regard to the weekly church offerings. Since most wage earners would now be paying a part of their earned income at the 
standard rate of tax it was hoped that many more members would consider covenanting their contributions to the church. This 
could mean that every 5s given weekly to the church will turn into 8s. 6d. a week. Every £1 given would turn into £1. 14s. 0d. and 
so on. This will greatly help the work of the church. It was agreed that a small committee be appointed to make arrangements to 
approach our regular contributors to explain the scheme to them and to encourage any new contributors to join the scheme. The 
following were asked to serve on the committee, Messrs. Eric Thomas, Raymond Daniel, Randall Nutt, Ken James, Mesdames M. 
Fuller, B. Haynes and the church wardens. 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Holy Baptism:  21st June: Steven Paul Harris, 20 St.Aiden’s Drive; Stephen John Turner, 32 Landor Avenue 

Burial:  24th June: John Elmer Andrews, 6 Hen Parc Lane, Upper Killay.
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London skyline by night! 

It was seen by our eldest grandson Jack 
Powell in London on twitter. 

(He has just completed his 4 year degree 
course at King's (University) College, 
London.) 

Hopefully it's a good moon rising to chase 
away covid 19 ! 

Mike Powell

News from Bavaria 
Dear Mike, 

What a nice picture of St Hilary's Church! And what beautiful memories it does evoke! 
Thank you. I miss you a lot. 
Amanda and I are still alive and well, apart from the “Corona-blues" covering the land 
like a dark blanket. 
But we've got to be grateful and patient, Germany having mastered the crisis 
so far rather successfully, if one may say so in the face of "only" 8,800 dead. 
I hope you at St Hilary's Church are all well. 

Kindest regards, Harald

High point of the day 

The Royal Mail reports that 45 
per cent of us have been 
receiving more parcels since 
lockdown began. 53 per cent 
of us say that receiving parcels 
has become more important to 
us, while just over a third of us 
even admit that receiving our 
parcels has become a highlight 
of our day. 

There is a downside, however. 
And rew Goodac re , ch i e f 
e xecu t i v e o f t he B r i t i s h 
I n d e p e n d e n t R e t a i l e r s 
Association, recently warned 
MPs that one in five high-street 
shops could close permanently 
as a result of the pandemic.
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Another successfully completed jigsaw at the Vicarage! – 
on to the next one.

One in 20 starts praying since Coronavirus began 

Is the nation turning to God in prayer? Well, not quite yet, 
but recent research from Tearfund has shown that prayer is 
more common than many would think, with just under half 
(44%) of UK adults saying that they pray, and one in twenty 
(5%) saying they have started praying during the lockdown.  

In addition, a quarter (24%) of UK adults say they have 
watched or listened to a religious service since lockdown, 
5% of whom say they have never been to church before. 
Some churches are seeing double, sometimes triple, the 
number of people watching their Sunday meetings online 
that would normally attend in person. 

I am struck by Augustine’s prayer, ‘You have made us for 
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest 
in you’. Could it be that as the noise and busyness of normal 
life have subsided, restlessness has started to surface and, 
faced with new fears and uncertainties, hearts have started 
to turn to God? 

Let this research give you a new courage to offer to pray for 
people you know who are struggling, or invite them to watch 
an online service. And let’s also turn our prayers and actions 
beyond our immediate horizons to remember that we are 
part of a global community. 

Dr	Ruth	Valerio	is	Global	Advocary	and	Influencing	Director	at	Tearfund.	
This	article	is	an	abridged	version	of	one	which	appears	on	
	https://www.licc.org.uk/resources/faith-5lourishing/	

https://www.licc.org.uk/resources/faith-flourishing/
https://www.licc.org.uk/resources/faith-flourishing/
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Could under-fives be the key to significant 
church growth? 

New research has shown that young families with children 
under five could be a vital element for church growth.  
 
The Talking Toddlers report, using recent research by 
Savanta ComRes, found that 74% of all parents with children 
under the age of five have attended a church-based activity 
in the past year. 

Dr Rachel Jordan-Wolf, assistant director of HOPE Together, 
said: “We so often hear about aging church, but here is 
something new – very young church. Can the church reach a 
generation of under-fives and their parents? Could they be 
the missing link for church growth? 
 
“These families are already in touch with us, many are open 
and questioning and the opportunity is now.’ 
 
The research was commissioned by HOPE Together, the 
Church of England, and the Evangelical Alliance, to highlight 
the potential for sustained church growth if the church 
nurtures the faith of under-fives and their parents. The 
findings include:   

• Churches are already in contact with nearly three-
quarters of all parents of under-fives in Great Britain. 

• 74% of all parents with children under the age of five 
have attended a church activity in the past 12 months. 

• 12% of all parents of under-fives are practising 
Christians, double the number of practising Christians 
in the population. 

• 62% of all parents of under-fives are not active 
Christians, but they have attended a church activity 
for this age group in the past year.
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23rd Psalm for the hard-pressed student 

The Lord is my real instructor and I shall not want. 
He gives me peace, when chaos is all around me. 
He gently reminds me to pray before I speak 
and to do things without complaining. 
He reminds me that He, and not my school, is my 
Salvation. 
He restores my sanity every day and guides my decisions 
that I might honour Him in everything I do. 
Even though I face absurd amounts of social isolation, 
live streaming and exams, I will not stop – for He is with 
me! 
His presence, His peace, and His power will see me 
through. 
He will raise me up, even if I fail to get a good grade. 
He claims me as His own and knows that I have done my 
best. 
His faithfulness and love are better than any A+. 
In eternity it won’t matter what degree I got. 
When it’s all said and done, 
I’ll be working for Him a whole lot longer than 
I’ll be in school (even when it doesn’t feel like it) 
and for that, I bless His name! 

Author unknown

Pancakes 

A mother was prepar ing 
pancakes for her sons, Kevin, 
five, and Ryan, three. The boys 
began to argue over who 
would get the first pancake. 
Their mother saw the chance 
for a moral lesson. “If Jesus 
were sitting here, He would 
say, ‘Let my brother have the 
first pancake, I can wait.’” 

Quick as a wink, Kevin turned 
to his younger brother and 
said, “Ryan, you be Jesus!” 

Perils of your makeshift home 
office 

Have you found that working from 
home is a pain in the neck?  You 
are not alone. 

Many chiropractors have seen a 
rise in clients seeking help for 
neck and back-related pains. The 
blame has fallen on makeshift 
office set-ups, which can put our 
muscles under strain. 

Many of us working from home 
end up at our kitchen table or on 
the sofa.  And, unlike the specially 
designed furniture in many of our 
offices, a kitchen table or sofa is 
not designed for computer work, 
day after day. 

Chiropractors are also warning 
that working from home means a 
lo t l ess exe rc i se : w i th no 
commuting or walking around the 
office at all.  They urge taking 
breaks to get regular exercise 
throughout the day.
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Roger Rees 
email:  rogerrees134@gmail.com

If you have any ‘Musings’ you would care to share why not send them in …

Where can I donate? 

Next session at the Parish Centre, 
St Hilary’s Church, Killay 

Monday 27 July & Tuesday 28 July 
11am - 1.30pm 
3pm - 6.30pm 

By appointment only, to book 

  0800 25 22 66 
www.welsh-blood.org.uk 

If giving is in your blood, please help

mailto:rogerrees134@gmail.com
http://www.welsh-blood.org.uk
http://www.welsh-blood.org.uk
mailto:rogerrees134@gmail.com

