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Christian Aid and Climate Chaos in a Pandemic

This is Rose, who lives in Kitui in Eastern Kenya, read
her story here. Some years ago, Sian and I spent some
time as guests of the then Bishop of Machakos, a
Diocese that is a near neighbour to Kitui.

Here you see Rose carrying large plastic water
containers. This was a regular sight when we were in
Kenya. You would see small children struggling to carry
huge water containers. Then there was the problem of
contaminated water sources. We saw for ourselves,
water with a distict odour and a deep purple tint to it,
being gathered up, to drink. Then we saw dried up river
beds, where there was no water to be had, with
animals dying nearby.Will YOU Stand with Rose –
Stand against the elements?

Then there’s the effects of the pandemic on charitable
collections. Remember the days when the red
Christian Aid envelope would drop through the
letterbox, to be collected a few days later. Such
practise is not safe in today’s Covid stricken world. This
too, makes helping Rose more difficult.

VIEWS from the Vicarage
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There are several ways that we can contribute.
You can visit the Christian Aid website and donate
online:- caid.org.uk/caw21 or call 0845 700 0300.

So what will your donations buy?

£10 – could buy a pair of taps at a water point which
will be installed at an earth dam.
£42 – could buy 350kg of cement to build an earth
dam.
£335 – could pay for a communal water point with two
taps, situated at an earth dam, where people can
collect water.

Continuing the climate crisis theme, at it’s recent
meeting, the Governing Body of the Church-in-Wales
set about declaring a Climate Emergency policy. Before
it’s meeting in 2022 an Action Plan is to be drawn up.
These are the main points to be contained within that
Action Plan…

- Reduce power demand: Radically reduce heating
and lighting in all our buildings; this would involve
installing LED lighting, draught proofing, insulations
etc.

- Use right kind of power: New forms of heating
probably based on sustainably produced electricity.
This also needs robust supplies to be in place and may
include renewable energy production facilities on
church land.

- Travel lightly: Travel and transport of staff,
volunteers and parishioners to move away from
petrol/diesel cars and use technology for meetings etc.
Reduce international travel.

- Better use of our land: Enhance biodiversity across
our estate by way of ‘offset’ including tree planting on
glebe land.

- Zero Carbon Fellowship: Consider the food and
drink we share, building on our Fairtrade work.

- Promote zero carbon agendas in the communities
which we serve.

- Investment Policy.

Wherever we live in the world, our actions have an
effect on God’s created order. We have a responsibility
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to help our friends and neighbours – neighbours like
Rose in Kitui. Sian and I will forever hold fond
memories of the area, it’s people and it’s problems.

A prayer for climate change:

You spoke into the silence
Light suffusing darkness.
You spoke into the silence
Blowing clean life giving air into the space
You spoke into the silence
Warmth and cold infusing the air
You spoke into the silence
Solid ground formed out of gushing water.
You spoke voice carrying over the sound
People, plants and animals came to life.
You spoke each creation balanced against the next so life
would be abundant and sustainable.
You saw everything you had made and declared it to be
very good.
You spoke choosing to give us humans stewardship over
all that You had made.
We speak and act
Darkness of pollution limits light levels and damages the
air we breathe.

We speak and act
Ground poisoned, burnt, stripped bare.
We speak and act
Spoiling, limiting, destroying quality of life and life itself.
We speak and act
Without hearing Your call over the noise of the world to
be good stewards.
You speak. You create. You want us to be stewards of
Your creation.
We come to You to re-learn how to care for the earth
and people you have made.

Katrina Rowland, April 2017.

Will YOU stand together with Rose, through the
work of Christian Aid, this Christian AidWeek, 9th –
16thMay.

Your Friend and Vicar

Canon Phillip
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EASTER VESTRY:
There was a very good attendance at the annual Easter
Vestry held in the Church Hall on Thursday, 22nd April.
The business of the meeting began with the election of
Churchwardens. Mr. W. A. Sparks was re-elected
People’s Warden and the Vicar invited Mr. Richard
Fuller to serve as his Warden for a further year. Mr.
George Heard was re-elected Deputy Warden. The
present Sidesmen’s list was accepted for another year
with the exception of Capt. David Aubrey who had
written to ask if he could withdraw his name. The
following were invited to serve as sidesmen and their
names be added to the list: Messrs. Archie Thomas,
Gower Road; Roland Thomas, Fairy Grove; Peter
Williams, Goetre Bellaf; Laurence Warner, Landor
Avenue; Mervyn Bramley, Woodside Close; D. Hywel
Davies, Hartland Close. It was also agreed that two of
the young people of the Youth Club who were eligible
should also be added to the list and Christopher
Stevens and David Paynter were suggested.
All the members of the Parochial Church Council

were re-elected with the addition of Messrs. Tony
Glasson and Mervyn Bramley.
The statements of accounts for last year were then

presented which showed a credit balance. There was a

substantial increase in income due mainly to the
increased number of covenants and the regularity with
which the weekly envelopes were used. Also increased
contributions were able to be made to various charities
and good causes. In addition the Mothers Union and
Young Wives had made generous contributions to the
Church and Church Hall Funds.
The statement of accounts of the Church Hall was

also presented. This was very satisfactory since over
£1,000 had been repaid on the loan and that the
outstanding balance had now been reduced to £2,350.
The Vicar expressed his thanks to the Churchwardens
for their hard work and loyalty during the year, also to
Mr. Keble Morgan, the efficient secretary of the Vestry
and Mr. Ken James for looking after the finances of the
parish so capably. He also expressed his gratitude for
the generous Easter Offering he had received from the
parish. In addition there was a host of other people to
whom gratitude was due for all the hard work that
they put in during the year in the various activities of
the church. Mr. Sparks responded and expressed the
appreciation of the parish to the work done by the
Vicar and Mrs. Hughes and the Rev. Michael Walters.
A brief account was given of the Vestry meeting held

in St.Martin’s the previous Sunday after church and it

Extracts from Killay Parish Magazine - 50 Years Ago, May 1971
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was reported that they too had a good credit balance
on the year’s accounts.
It was agreed that the first meeting of the newly

appointed Parochial Church Council should meet on
29th April at 7.30pm.
After the meeting, light refreshments were served by

the lady members. An opportunity was also given to
hear a tape recording of the performance of the
‘Crucifixion’ by the church choir. We are grateful to Mr.
Randall Nutt for making this recording available.

THE CHOIR:
As a result of a generous gift it is hoped that the ladies
of the choir will soon be robed and that more room
will be made for them when the choir stalls will be re-
arranged to accommodate the new organ. We are also
pleased to welcome as members of the choir Mr. Eric
Thomas and Mr. GrahamTrew.
In addition we have also been made the gift of a

beautiful new wardrobe in which the ladies’ choir
robes will be kept. We should like to express our
grateful thanks to the kind person who has donated
both the robes and the wardrobe.

FROM THE REGISTERS:

Holy Baptisms:
4th April: Alison Williams, 30 Ridgeway; Rebecca
Evans, 118 Woodcote;
18th April: Johanna Lorraine Davies, 30 Y Ddol,
Dunvant; Fiona Chudleigh, 187 Derlwyn; Sharon Mayes,
28 St.Aiden’s Drive; Susan Carolyn Rees, 217 Derlwyn;
25th April: Stephanie Carol Hutchinson, 19 Heaseland
Place.

Holy Matrimony:
10th April: Peter David Rattenbury, 15 Charles Street,
Skewen and Lynda Barbara Thomas, 54 Ridgeway.

Burials:
7th April:William Daniel Clifford Whiting, 85
Ashgrove.
20th April: Dorothy Pegg, 54 Wimmerfield Crescent.

COLLECTIONS:
St.Hilary’s: £250.70; St.Martin’s: £32.05; Sunday
School: £5.54.



Emails - a blessing or a problem?
With the tongue we praise our Lord

and Father, and with it we curse
human beings, who have been made
in God’s likeness. Out of the same
mouth come praise and cursing. My
brothers and sisters, this should not
be. (James 3 v 9-10)
I wonder what St James would say

about emails! He had plenty to say
about how what we say can cause
lots of damage. He wrote that the
tongue is a like a spark which starts
a forest fire. It is easy to say a
thoughtless thing or inadvertently
spread gossip or speculation.
Emails are a great way of

communicating. You can send a
message to someone in the same
parish or across the world almost
instantly. Lawyers always ask,
“have you got evidence in writing?”
Telephone calls or face to face
conservations are still evidence but
it is difficult to prove what was

said. Conversations are recorded so
you can see the chain of who said
what and when. Emails are quick
and free.
Emails can, however, easily be

harmful. You can accidentally send
a personal or private message to
the wrong person or even worse
copy it to lots of people. It is also
difficult to judge the tone of an
email, whether it is light-hearted or
serious, cross or joyful. When are
on the telephone or speaking face
to face it is easier to tell whether
the speaker is feeling angry or
light-hearted.
Sometimes we need a break.

Emails are good but many people
find you can never get away from
them and constantly check for
business messages while at home
or on leave. Perhaps we should not
send emails to the vicar on a
Sunday night while she is watching
Strictly. Some discussions are

better face to face, and always
double check who you are sending
it to or copying to.

Have you ever laughed at a joke
you did not understand?
Then you are not alone. It seems

that two thirds of us have laughed
at jokes we did not ‘get’, simply
because we wanted to fit in with
our friends at the time.
And more than half of us have

actually gone on to repeat jokes
with punchlines which we don’t
ourselves understand. More than
half of us have even researched a
joke in order to try and figure out
what was supposed to be so funny
about it.
In research done by a British

neuroscientist, it was found that
humour that relies on puns or more
obscure concepts is the most likely
to confuse audiences. While
laughter is universal, humour is
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very subjective. People all over the
world laugh, but what they find to be
funny varies widely, depending on
culture, context and language.
During the research, it was found

that two of the most misunderstood
jokes are:
Some Omega-3 vitamins fell on my

head when I opened the cupboard. I
got super fish oil injuries.
What does a dyslexic, agnostic

insomniac do at night? He stays up
wondering if there really is a dog.

Nectar in your garden
Our home gardens are now the

largest source of food for insects
such as bees and wasps in towns and
cities.
They yield 85 per cent of the nectar

produced in urban areas, according to
a study published in the Journal of
Ecology.
Three such gardens will generate

about a teaspoon a day of the sugar-

rich liquid which is found in the
flowers that the pollinators drink for
energy. A teaspoon of nectar is the
equivalent of more than a ton of food
for an adult human, and it is enough
to fuel thousands of flying bees.
One ecologist has called home

gardens “pivotal” in promoting
biodiversity in urban areas across the
county. Gardens are thought to cover
29 per cent of the land in urban
areas, which is six times the area of
parks and 40 times that of
allotments.
The research was carried out in

partnership with the universities of
Edinburgh and Reading and the Royal
Horticultural Society.

How to keep ground coffee fresh
The battle rages: just where IS the

best place to store your ground
coffee?
Sainsburys, Morrisons, Asda, Marks

& Spencer and Ocado are among the

supermarkets that advise you keep
fresh ground coffee in a fridge or
freezer after opening.
But Tesco, Waitrose and Harrods

advise that you store ground coffee
and beans in a cool, dry place such a
kitchen cupboard.
Many coffee experts warn that

storing your coffee in the fridge is
wrong because coffee easily absorbs
aroma, moisture and flavours, and
can be tainted by fish, meat and
cheese.
Martin Isark, founder of the Can I

Eat It website, laments: “So much
coffee is spoilt by poor storage, which
makes the coffee producers want to
weep...”
Paul Rooke of the British Coffee

Association adds: “Coffee, like many
food and drink products when
exposed to air, will deteriorate. Cool
and dry are the key words; the ideal
storage is in an inert, airtight
container stored in a cool place.”
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If you have any news or photos you would care to share
please contact Roger Rees email: rogerrees134@gmail.com

Tel: 207916

Where can I donate?
Next session at the Parish Centre,
St Hilary’s Church, Killay

Friday 4 June
11am - 1.30pm
3pm - 6.30pm
By appointment only, to book
Tel: 0800 25 22 66
www.welsh-blood.org.uk
If giving is in your blood, please help

https://www.welsh-blood.org.uk

