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Remember, you are not alone!

GIVE US STRENGTH

Lord Jesus Christ,  
you taught us to love our neighbour,  
and to care for those in need  
as if we were caring for you.  
In this time of anxiety, give us strength  
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,  
and to assure the isolated  
of our love, and your love,  
for your name’s sake.  
Amen.
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The Lockdown Lifts 
There’s life in the town! 
No longer ‘locked down’! 
The people stroll out in the sun 
The majestic trees 
Sway in the light breeze 
Like they wanted to join in the fun! 
Like light after dark! 
We can walk in the park! 
Buy our tea, and sit out on the grass! 

We can chat to our friends 
As our loneliness ends 
And we smile at the strangers we pass! 
Yes there are still queues 
Which cease to amuse 
But things are no longer so black! 
As they sing in that song – 
You miss what is gone, 
But it’s great when at last it comes back! 

By Nigel Beeton
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V I E W S  F R O M  T H E  V I C A R A G E

Times, they are’a changing 

One of the tasks that I quite enjoy, is 
looking through the archives of Killay 
Parish magazines. In preparing my ’50 
years ago’ piece for this month, I came 
across an insert, which included an 
article headed ‘The Policeman in 
society’, written by L.G. Taylor M.A., 
Principal of William Temple College. 
This is how the article begins... “The 
familiar figure of the policeman is 
perhaps the most unchanged sight on 
our streets. If a Victorian could return 
he would feel bewildered by much that 
sur rounded h im – t ra ffic, new 
buildings, aircraft overhead, and even 
more incredible changes in behaviour 
and social conventions!” 

As I write, we are preparing to 
tentatively re-open St.Hilary’s for public 
worship on Sunday 6th September. I 
say tentatively, because things are 
continuing to change rapidly, pubs and 
restaurants are re-opening – but not 
swimming pools, society seems to be 
reinventing itself. At the same time, we 
hear on the news of the progress of 
the second wave of Covid-19. One of 

the things that characterises 2020 is 
the constant unpredictability, the 
constant adjusting to the ‘new 
normal’. As we prepare to return to 
communion with face coverings, Track 
Trace and Protect forms, shaking 
hands by the bumping of elbows (I’m 
told this has been referred to as a 
Butcher’s Handshake). As a Church, 
one of our reasons to function is to 
attract people together. However in the 
current Covid-19 situation, we are told 
that we must repel, stay apart from 
others, to a distance of 2m currently. I 
could help thinking of magnetic force, 
with N facing S leading to the 
opposi tes at t ract ing. As every 
schoolboy knows, if you put N and N 
together, they repel, they want to push 

away from one another. I have grave 
concerns for the future, a very different 
future, a future from where it will be 
difficult to draw people back together. 
A fear has been born out of the risk of 
infection of such a serious, and 
sometimes deadly virus. 

Of course, for people of faith, we have 
an anchor in Jesus. ‘Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday, today and forever’ 
(Hebrews 13:8); ‘Therefore my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the 
Lord’(1 Cor 15: 58); ‘So then, 
brethren, stand firm and hold to the 
traditions which you were taught’(2 
Thess 2: 15); ‘Your home and your 
kingdom shall endure before Me 
fo reve r, you r t h rone sha l l be 
established forever’(2 Sam 7: 16). 

We should hold no fear over a virus – 
God is ever-stronger than anything or 
anyone else. 

Your Friend and Vicar 

Canon Phillip
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50 years ago – August 1970 

Decoration of the church hall 

On 6th July a group of volunteers from the Youth Club 
undertook the redecoration of the Church Hall. They started 
their quite formidable task early in the afternoon and worked 
on till 9.30 that evening. Extra care was taken by all involved 
not to leave tell tale marks and splashes and the finished 
result was a fresh and clean hall again. The girls worked 
extremely hard not only applying paint to the walls but also in 
the cleaning up afterwards and in supplying innumerable 
cups of coffee. The boys likewise went at the work before 
them with determined drive and efficiency and it wasn’t long 
before the walls were restored to their original freshness. In 
our thanks to all the members of the Youth Club who 
volunteered we should remember that we have a group of 
young people to be proud of and a body of dedicated and 
willing young people who are ready to help the church and 
itself.  D.M.T.W. 

HOSPITAL NEWS 

A number of our members have recently been in hospital and 
have now returned home, among them have been Mr. 
Priestman, Upper Killay, Mrs. Thelma Treharne, Landor 
Avenue, Mrs. Barbara Jones, Gower Road, Mrs. Maureen 
Thomas, Dunvant Road. We also send our good wishes to 
Mrs. A. D. Morgan, Dylan Road, Mrs. Williams, Brynaeron 
Court and Mrs. Thomas, Dolycoed, who are at present 
undergoing treatment in hospital. 

TRIBUTE 

During the last month the church in Killay has lost through 
death two of it’s long serving and faithful members in the 
passing of Mrs. Gumbley and Mr. Willie Curry. Mr. Curry, a 
founder member of St.Hilary’s and a chorister for well over 40 
years, died at his daughter’s home in Windsor. Although 
unwell for a number of years he died very suddenly. Apart 
from being a chorister he had read the lessons in church for 
many years and had done so with great feeling and meaning. 
Mrs. Gumbley, the wife of the vicar’s warden, had for many 
years since moving to Killay been an enthusiastic worker for 
the church and a faithful member of the Mothers’ Union. She 
had been unwell for the past year and greatly missed coming 
to church, although both she and Mr. Gumbley regularly 
received their Communion at home during that time. We send 
our deepest sympathy to both the families in their loss and 
we commend them to your prayers. 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Holy Baptism: 19th July – Mark Jonathan Grey, 108 
Broadmead, Killay. 

Holy Matrimony: 11th July – Brian Keith Bevan, 60 
Ridgeway, Killay and Sandra Savage, 55 Tanymarian Road, 
Townhill. 

Burials: 1st July – John Gilbert Richards, 43 Goetre Fach 
Road, Killay (cremation).   10th July – Millicent Gumbley, 32 
Goetre Fawr Road, Killay (cremation).        
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It’s church, but not as you know it! 
Remember those immortal words spoken by Mr. Spock to Captain Kirk in 
the sci-fi series Star Trek? – “It’s life Jim, but not as you know it”. Walk 
into either All Souls or St.Hilary’s Churches and you will find quite different 
places to the norm we remember. Chairs have been cleared, or marked 
with green ticks, to indicate 2m social distancing. All Souls is open on 
Mondays 11am – 12noon, and St.Hilary’s on Thursday evenings 
6pm – 7pm. All are welcome to come along for private prayer. Both 
buildings are Covid-safe, with supplies of relevant PPE (gloves, face 
coverings and hand sanitizer). 
There has been some confusion, these are not services and are not times 
to socially gather – they are times for individuals to quietly sit, reflect and 
pray, in a church setting that you are comfortable with. There will be no 
cup of tea, no communion, no hymns, no form of liturgy – just 
opportunity to ‘Be still and know that I am God’ (Psalm 40). 
The First Minister of Wales has given churches permission to open for 
limited use, namely private prayer. Not all churches are opening, but in 
consultation with Churchwardens from both parishes, Canon Phillip has 
agreed to open St.Hilary’s and All Souls for a trial period of four weeks. I 
know that some are dearly missing attending church, however this 
pandemic is caused by a deadly virus, and the age range of much of our 
congregations means that we must safeguard individuals. 

Hear the bell? – we’re praying for you 
Due to the compact nature of St.Martin’s Church in Dunvant, it has not 
been possible to open this church while 2m social distancing is 
necessary. So by way of a compromise, a bell will be rung at St.Martins 
at 11am on Mondays and 6pm on Thursdays. Canon Phillip is asking 
all parishioners to stop whatever they are doing at those times, and 
spend just a few minutes praying for the community in which you live. It is 
hoped that by hearing the sound of the bell, it is a reminder that (though 
closed), the people of Dunvant and Killay are being prayed for.

Covid All Souls

Covid St. Hilary’s
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1. A rather unusual image of Bishop Joanna, Bishop 
of St.Davids, during a lockdown ordination service at 
St.David’s church in Abergwili on 29th June. 

2. Sanitizing a church in L’Aquila, Italy on 20th May. 

3. Stay safe, pray safe poster see in the Roman 
Catholic Westminster Cathedral. 

4. Biblical text, pertinent to lockdown, seen on a 
closed American church. 

5. Bizarre D.I.Y. screen being used by Priest for 
distributing communion in St.Martin’s Church, Baden-
Wurttemberg (Germany) – It’ll never catch on! 

6. Where the church is – a cartoon from The Church 
Times. 

7. Jesus Hope for Tomorrow – we WILL come out of 
this!

1 2

3 4

5 76
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Creativity amid Covid 
(taken from Church Times 31st July) 

ELISABETH RUTT lives in rural Suffolk and creates works 
in stitched textiles. 

I WAS very moved by the news of the devastating and 
overwhelming effect that Covid-19 has on the lungs and 
breathing. This quickly led me to think about the breath of 
God, the breath of the world and its peoples, and the 

dichotomy between the minute virus and its enormous 
impact on our planet. 

I started to think about satellite photos of the earth alongside 
Petri-dish images of Covid-19 and the infographics we are 
seeing all over the media now. I had pangs of guilt in 
making  inhale/exhale  (main image), which completely 
absorbed me for a few weeks; making something to be 
aesthetically pleasing out of such a terrible world event 
seemed wrong in some ways, but, as I stitched, it helped me 
to think through a lot of the issues we have all had to 
confront. 

*** 

Musings on Coronavirus 
This crisis has in many ways made us more grateful for each 
other and … it has shown people at their best - volunteering, 
helping neighbours, protecting those at greatest risk, pulling 
together as communities to support one another. -  Justin 
Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury 

A minute, unseen enemy has shaken global society to its 
foundations. This is bringing about a new way of being-in-
the-world… In the long run, this pandemic may hasten the 
emergence of a renewed vision of community and progress 
towards environmental renewal which we had hardly dared to 
think could happen. -  The Rev Dr Christopher Steed, Team 
Rectotr in the Totton Team, Hampshire and Visiting Professor 
at Winchester University.
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The latest vicarage jig-saw 

An aerial view from the centre of the worldwide Roman 
Catholic church in Rome.

Your ‘corona bubble’ 

So, you’ve been teaming up with others outside your 
immediate household.  How it is going with them? As 
bubbles hopefully get bigger soon, here are some ‘types’ of 
people whom you might consider adding…. 

The kind neighbours:  They are the one whom you 
instinctively think of when you hit a domestic crisis, like 
running out of milk or needing a lift to the station. Such 
people are treasures, and well worth befriending. 

The cheerful friend:  They are wonderful beacons of light 
just now. They face the coronavirus threat with calm and 
optimism, helping you deal with your fear that nothing will 
never be ‘right’ again.     

The VERY clean friend:  She’s been making face masks for 
months now and is generous in offering them to one and all. 
She has stockpiled sanitiser and can measure social 
distance to the centimetre at a glance. In these uncertain 
times, she is the one person you KNOW will never give you 
the virus. 

The long-time friend: You’ve been through so much 
together already, from college to pre-marriage days to that 
disastrous holiday in Spain. You can’t not go through 
coronavirus together now! Your old friends will help you 
keep the current crisis in perspective, as they can be relied 
on for a ‘remember the good old days’ session. 
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Important notice from the BBC about TV licences for people aged 75 or over 
General notice 

If you are aged 75 or over and have a free TV licence that expires on 31 July 2020, this Notice applies to your licence.We will be 
sending letters from August which will ask you to confirm arrangements to - 

• continue your free licence if you receive Pension Credit, or 

• pay for your licence for the period starting on 1 August 2020 

We will also explain what you need to do if you no longer need a licence because you never watch or record live TV programmes 
on any channel or any device, and never download or watch BBC programmes on iPlayer.You do not have to do anything until we 
write to you. This Notice extends your TV licence so it will not expire until it is replaced by a new free or paid-for licence, or it is 
cancelled.The other terms of your TV licence will remain as set out in the licence (as set out below for your convenience). Anyone 
who is aged 75 or over and receives Pension Credit will be entitled to a free TV licence from 1 August 2020. If you have 
already applied for a free licence we are processing your application and you should receive your new free licence from the end of 
July. If you haven’t applied, you do not need to do anything now. Our letter will explain what you need to provide to get your free 
licence. In the meantime, your existing licence is automatically extended by this General Notice. Anyone who does not receive 
Pension Credit will have to pay for their TV licence for the period starting on 1 August 2020 but you do not have to do 
or pay anything until we write to you. If you are not receiving Pension Credit, you must pay the annual fee of £157.50. The 
licence fee can be paid in one go, or spread over a number of monthly, fortnightly or weekly instalments at no extra cost. When 
you apply, we will send you a payment plan which will give exact details of your payments, but further information can be found 
below. We will be writing to you from August to ask you to confirm how you want to pay. You do not need to do anything, or pay 
anything, until you get our letter.For those who live in Accommodation for Residential Care your licences will remain free.For those 
registered blind you will only need to pay half the fee. If the licence holder has diedIf the holder of an over-75 free TV licence 
expiring on 31 July 2020 has died, anyone covered by the licence will stay licensed until we contact you. You do not need to take 
any action until then. If you never watch or record live TV programmes or download or watch BBC programmes on 
iPlayer. If you no longer need a licence because you never watch or record live TV programmes on any channel or device, and 
never download or watch BBC programmes on iPlayer, you can contact us and we will cancel your licence. You will not owe us 
anything. If you do not reply to our letter. We will also cancel your licence if you do not reply to our letter within two months of 
receiving it. You will not owe us anything but if you contact us after your licence has been cancelled and ask for a licence we may 
backdate your licence to 1 August 2020 if you have been watching or recording live TV programmes on any channel or device, or 
downloading or watching BBC programmes on iPlayer, after that date.
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Pandemic ‘transforms the 
Church into Netflix’  

T h e C o v i d - 1 9 p a n d e m i c h a s 
“propel led the Church into the 
contemporary world,” says a new 
report from CPAS, an Anglican 
evangelical mission agency working 
with UK and Irish churches. 

‘Everyone Welcome Online’ looks at 
the lockdown’s impact on churches 
and concludes, “Last month we were 
the Odeon, today we are Netflix.  

“In the 1950s, the Odeon was okay, 
but then along came consumer 
choice, individualism and crowded 
complex lifestyles. Then came TV film 
channels, and now Netflix, Prime and 
others, where you can watch whatever 
you want, whenever you want, 
wherever you are on whatever you’ve 
got.” 

The authors, Bob Jackson and 
George Fisher, say “The Government 
has shut our ‘Odeons’ down, so in 
response we have stumbled into 
‘Homespun Netflix’ and it’s looking 
promising. 

“Most churches going online have 
discovered that far more people are 
accessing their services than ever 
came to the building. What seemed 
initially to be a devastating blow to 
churches may actually generate 
growth.” 

Bishop of Sheffield Pete Wilcox 
described the 26-page report as “An 
astonishingly thorough and perceptive 
overview of online church.”  

The authors, who devised the popular 
‘ E v e r y b o d y We l c o m e ’ c o u r s e 
p u b l i s h e d b y C h u r c h H o u s e 
Publishing, include feedback from 
churches experiencing increased 
numbers of people logging in for online 
services, both live and recorded.  

One church reported “We’ve had a 
huge number of hits, many more than 
the number of people in church on a 
Sunday, connecting with people who 
would not come to a regular service.”  

The report analyses who is responding 
and detects groups ranging from 
friends and family of church members, 
to the housebound with links to the 
church, people linked by christenings, 
weddings or funerals, people who 

have moved away, occas iona l 
churchgoers and people who have 
f o u n d t h e c h u r c h t h r o u g h a 
denominational or diocesan link. 

The authors encourage churches to 
make contact with people who are 
‘dropp ing in ’ to the serv ices, 
suggesting “Contact as many people 
as you can to say hello and how nice it 
was to see them connect with the 
church, and ask how they are and how 
the church can help them.”	

People are finding it easier to access 
church online because they can join in 
the services without feeling concerned 
about ‘doing the wrong thing’ – like 
standing or sitting at the ‘wrong’ time 
– they don’t have to enter a strange 
building and meet new people and  
they can access the services at a time 
that suits them. 

One church reported: “One previously 
non-churchgoer said that online she 
felt comfortable, fully part of the 
service and so more welcomed than if 
she had been in the building unsure of 
how to behave.” 
by the Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England 
priest in St Albans, Herts, and a former 
communications director for the CofE.
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Roger Rees 
email:  rogerrees134@gmail.com

If you have any ‘Musings’ you would care to share why not send them in …

DEFIBRILLATORS 

Killay Community Council along with 
City Councillors Jeff & Mary Jones have 
jointly funded a number of defibrillators that 
have been installed in Killay. 

The new defibrillators are accessible 24 
hours a day and are located outside; 

Killay Pet shop, Broadmead 

Siloam chapel, Goetre Fach Road 

Village Cafe bar, Killay Precinct 

Texaco garage, Gower Road. 
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