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EASTER HOPE – new Life
Over the past twelve months, maintaining various
levels of communication, with as many of our church
members as possible, has on times, been challenging.
This Palm Sunday (the last Sunday in March) and Easter
Day, Canon Phillip andWardens of both parishes have
taken a bold step.We have produced Easter cards, with
the above graphic, kindly designed by Roger Rees.
These cards will be distributed in the run-up to Palm
Sunday, they will be delivered in a sealed envelope and

will also contain Palm Crosses (blessed by Canon
Phillip). Also, the same design will appear in the form
of banners, shortly to be seen at key locations across
both parishes. My thanks to all who have helped to
distribute these cards, a little thought, but quite a bit
of work involved. Thank You to those installing the
banners too.

I want to use this edition of ‘Views from the Vicarage’,
to reflect on this rather unusual image. Firstly, the
view is fromwithin the tomb – looking outwards, not
the usual perspective. Most appropriate at this time
though, as that seems to be what we have all been
doing over the past year! As we look out, we see the
bright light of new life, a resurrection – for that is the
essential Christian hope, but this is especially the
Easter Hope. The dictionary describes ‘resurrect’ as, to
rise or raise from the dead; bring or be brought back to
life.

As we emerge from lockdown number three, so lives
are beginning to re-start again.We are beginning to
prepare for tomorrow, and in the words of the late
Capt. Sir TomMoore, ‘Tomorrowwill be a GOOD day’.
Resurrection – life resuming.

VIEWS from the Vicarage
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But also as we look out through the gap left by the
stone, now rolled away, we see the three crosses on a
hillside in the distance. These crosses may bring our
mind back to past darkness, previous sins – a place
where we do not want to return.

If we focus on these crosses, which way do they point?
– heavenward, to a place where those we have lost
during this horrific pandemic, where they have gone
(and where all Christians hope to be), to be with God.

If you come back into the image, look at what we see
within the tomb – the folded graveclothes. These
remind us of things we need to leave behind us. This
maybe the difficulties experienced during the three
lockdowns, or this maybe difficult memories of past
times in our life.

The message here, is that, when Jesus left the tomb, he
left those things behind, and walked forwards,
towards the light.We need to look outwards, to follow
the light, the light that is Christ.

If you picture this image reversed, you are outside,
looking back in to the tomb, all you see is darkness. As

we journey through the remaining weeks of Lent, we
need to move away from the darkness, and into the
light, the Easter Hope of new Life in Jesus.

Your Friend and Vicar
Canon Phillip
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Thursday nights in Lent:
At a meeting of the Parochial Church Council it was
agreed that the mid-week Lenten meeting should be
transferred from aWednesday night to a Thursday
night so that the members could discuss certain
questions with regard to the role of the Church in the
70’s. This will be held in the Church Hall when it is
hoped to form small groups to discuss such questions
as…What does Church membership mean?...What
difference would it make to the community where you
live if your Church was closed?...What does it mean to
be a Christian in the modern technological and welfare
society? (nothing much changes does it? – the same
questions are just as pertinent today, fifty years later!).

Schoolboys’ Conference:
Arrangements have been made for a Schoolboys’
Conference to take place in Beck Hall, Swansea on 13th
– 15th April. We hope that there will be a
representation from this parish at the conference. The
theme of the meetings is “Vocation”.
(amongst others to attend that conference were…Robert
Williams, later to become Archdeacon of Gower and one
Phillip Gwynn!).

The Mothers’ Union:
The programme for the next fewweeks is as follows:-
March 16th at 7pm Enrolment Service in Church. During
the service a special collection will be made to begin a
fund for a new banner for the branch. Members are
making their gifts as a thanksgiving for their homes
and families.

April 6th at 2.30pmVisit of the Diocesan President,
Mrs. Megan Jones, Clydach, who will speak on the
Indoor Members’ Prayer Circle.

April 20th at 7pm Illustrated talk by Mr. Larry Roberts,
Dylan Road, former Superintendent of the Parks
Department at Penarth.

April 25th, Corporate Communion for members at
11am.

Young Wives:
March 17th: Talk by Mr. Derek Scott, Coxswain of the
Mumbles Lifeboat.

March 24th: Talk by Dr. Essie Brunsdon on the work of a
magistrate.

Killay Parish Magazine - 50 Years Ago, March 1971
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March 30th: Trip to Royal Porcelain Factory atWorcester.

FROM THE REGISTERS:

Holy Baptism:

February 28th: Helen Dawn Dixon, 18a, Dilwyn Road,
Sketty.

Holy Matrimony:

February 27th: David James Rees, 16Wimmerfield
Crescent and Marilyn Hodge, 18 Earl Street, Hafod.

February 27th: Alan Darlison, 41Waverley Road,
Leamington and Janet Mary Richards, 3 Edgemoor
Close, Upper Killay.

Burial:

February 10th: Maisie Susannah Duncan: Corby,
Northants, formerly of Dunvant.
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Real Easter Egg launches despite being
dropped by supermarkets

The Meaningful Chocolate Company has launched its
2021 Fairtrade Real Easter Egg range. All Real Easter
Eggs comewith an Easter story in the box. The stories
range from simple guides to a 24-page activity book
version with a prize competition worth £200. They
provide an opportunity to share the joy of Easter with
friends and family.
The 2021 Original Real Easter Egg includes a new 24-

page Easter story activity book. It features a rainbow
design to remind us of the importance of working
together, in amazing and inspiring ways, for the
common good. It costs £4.50 and is delivered in
multiples of six or as singles.
David Marshall, fromMeaningful Chocolate,

said: "Even with the current uncertainties we believe
that it is more important than ever that churches,
schools and individuals find ways to share the Easter
story in 2021. Our aim is to provide some of these
resources and continue to support Fairtrade. The Real
Easter Egg is a proven way to do this. You can order
direct from www.realeasteregg.co.uk "

Definitions from church life

AMEN: The only part of a prayer that everyone knows.

PEWSHEET: Your receipt for attending Mattins.

HYMN: A song of praise usually sung in a key two
octaves higher than that of the congregation's range.

RECESSIONAL HYMN: The last song at Sunday
morning worship, often sung a little more quietly,
since most of the people have already left.

JONAH: The original ‘Jaws’ story

PEW: Amedieval torture device still found in some
churches.

PROCESSION: The ceremonial formation at the
beginning of a formal Sung Eucharist, consisting
of altar servers, the celebrant, and late parishioners
looking for seats.

SIDESMEN: The only people in the parish who don't
know the seating capacity of a pew
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Your daily walk should be a
sacred ritual

Under lockdown,millions of us who
rarely walked around our immediate
locality are now well acquainted with
every nearby driveway, every crack in the
pavement, and every pothole in the road.
We have developed views on our
neighbours’ gardens, on their oddly
coloured garage doors, and on their dogs,
children and cars. If we go out at the
same time every day, we may even be
saying hello to the same people we don’t
know every day.

For many of us, that daily walk has
become the high point of our day. After
all, it is one of the few liberties we have
left. Some of us go early, to enjoy the
relative peace and quiet. Some of us go
midday, to at least see other people, even
if we can’t talk to them. Others of us opt
for dusk, the dark comfort of a street with
lit houses and stars in the sky.

Whatever time you most enjoy, make
sure you do make the time to go for your
walk. Your mental and physical fitness
can only improve!

‘Zoomed Out?’
‘You’re still on mute!’ If you’ve used Zoom
over the past year, you’ll be familiar with
this cry! After a day on Zoom, the last
thing we often want to do is using it for a
chat with friends or a church service on
Sunday! Now this reveals a wider problem
that we face.We know that staying
connected in the pandemic is hard.When
we’re tired and busy, it’s easy to stop
connecting with others, which would
encourage our faith or wellbeing. This
might also include not sending a text,
Facebook comment or phoning somebody
up.
Remember what Paul says: ‘For what I

want to do I do not do, but what I hate I
do.’ (Romans 7:15). It’s often easier to
avoid connecting with God and others,
when this would be good for our sense of
value, purpose and identity. Certain
patterns of behaviour can make us feel
safer, but in reality they prevent us from
living our lives fully as God intends.

Paul adds: ‘What a wretched man I am!
Who will rescue me from this body that is
subject to death? Thanks be to God, who
delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!’
(Romans 7:24,25). Through the death and
resurrection of Jesus we have the freedom
to act differently. Lent is an ideal time to
develop new habits, especially when we
are tired or anxious. It may involve
spending less time on Facebook, turning
the TV off to call a friend who we need to
catch up with, or getting up a bit earlier to
spend time in Bible reading and prayer.
Let’s keep reminding ourselves that ‘God

is bigger than Zoom’ and make sure that
we don’t get disconnected! Let’s be
committed to doing the right thing,
rather than simply the easier thing.
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The Ven John Barton considers the sorrows of
the past year.
A year of coronavirus

The Queen recently spoke for the
whole country when she said that
many are, “tinged with sadness.
Some (are) mourning the loss of
those dear to them and other
missing friends and family
members, distanced for safety.
When all they really want … is a
simple hug or a squeeze of the
hand.”
Wemay have become

accustomed to wearing face masks
in public, keeping our distance
from others, cutting out social
gatherings, and attending church
services online, but ‘no touching’
seems the cruellest of
punishments.
As one vicar friend of mine said,

the Church has had to learn a lot
from lockdown:

“That Zoom is no substitute for
meeting together, sharing warmth,
laughter, tears – and drinking from
the same cup.We have a
commonality in Christ, whoever we
are. Christianity is more ‘us’ than
‘me’.
“Also, we cannot ignore those

who will bear considerable cost
arising from the pandemic. People
have lost loved ones, businesses,
confidence, jobs. It is vital that the
church becomes a place of hope –
not glib, cliched words – but solid
hope drawn from Scripture and
made real in action. The church
could become a real hub of the
local community.
“But we have to rethink much of

what we do and howwe say things.
The money has all but gone now
and the church has to refocus on
how it attracts people, what it says
in plain English, how it presents
itself and provides a warm

welcome to those who haven’t a
clue what Christianity is.... and all
this on a very tight budget!”
He’s got to be right. And some of

us could begin to apply some of his
ideas right now, even before the
pandemic is under control.
As a direct consequence of

lockdown, many of us have much
more money in the bank than we
bargained for. We could send a
substantial sum to our local
church, and some to an overseas
charity, to make some of those
ambitions come true. With time on
our hands, we could earmark an
hour or two for emailing or
phoning those in our address book
who live alone. We could buy extra
supplies for a food bank on our
next visit to the supermarket.
And we must ask God to make

our church more comprehensible
to those who consider themselves
outsiders.



Wear your daffodil and
unite in memory

Marie Curie, the UK’s leading end-
of-life care charity will this year
celebrate their 35th annual Great
Daffodil Appeal, which is held every
March across the UK. The money
raised from this appeal enables the
charity to continue their vital work
providing care and support to
people living with a terminal illness
and their families.

The coronavirus continues to have
a devastating effect on Marie
Curie’s fundraising, as activities up
and down the country have had to
be cancelled. However, there’s still
lots of ways people can get
involved, with things like the Step
into Spring Challenge in March
where people walk 10,000 steps a
day, they can host a virtual
collection or buy and wear one of

the charity’s iconic daffodils in
memory of a loved one.
This year will be even more special
as the charity encourages the
nation to come together to reflect,
grieve and remember for a
National Day of Reflection. Tuesday
23rdMarch 2021 will mark one year
since the UK first went into a
nationwide lockdown and Marie
Curie is inviting the nation to unite
and remember those who died and
show support and solidarity for
those who have been bereaved.

The charity knows how important
it is for people to grieve and the
emotional and psychological
impact of not being able to say
goodbye properly and grieving in
isolation can have.

Due to the pandemic, Marie Curie
won’t have their normal collections
on the street, so donations are

more important than ever. To
support the Great Daffodil Appeal,
you can donate at
www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil or
you can buy your daffodil pin in
store at a number of high street
stores including Superdrug or
Savers.
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If you have any news or photos you would care to share
please contact Roger Rees email: rogerrees134@gmail.com

Tel: 207916

Where can I donate?
Next session at the Parish Centre,
St Hilary’s Church, Killay

Thursday 22 April
11am - 1.30pm
3pm - 6.30pm
By appointment only, to book
Tel: 0800 25 22 66
www.welsh-blood.org.uk
If giving is in your blood, please help

https://www.welsh-blood.org.uk

